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By Dave and Jan Smith 

We decided not to travel with the Iceni Chapter as one of 
our friends we were with had been ill and we thought we 
should make it an easy 3 day ride there. 

 
We travelled over on the ferry with the chapter for the 

overnight crossing to The Hook. The crossing was very 
smooth which allowed for long and good conversation 
aided by a few drinks in the bar. 

 
After disembarking, we spilt from the group and in lovely 
weather, headed for our first nights stop in Dortmund, 
Next day was as short ride to Kassel, staying at Mountain 
Park Hotel. This is a lovely hotel, very contemporary, but 
rather weird as a skull of a crocodile laying in the foyer 
window! 

 
The hotel was near the Hercules Monument which we 

wanted to see. It is a man made mountain with the 
monument on top, and an amazing waterfall that cascades 
down to a lake and then turns into a fountain. All done via 
pressure with no pumps - very impressive 

 
That night we decided to go to the Route 66 Diner down 
town, but the Satnav decided otherwise, we gave it two 
attempts but ended up at some office building. So we 

 
 

parked up in a dodgy car park and spoke to some Police 
about parking there, and they told us to move the Harley's 
and park in the Police station car park! 

 
Kassel is quite a big place, with long straight roads that can 
be seen from the top of the Hercules monument, but you 
don't realise how long until you ride along them. 

 
Next day was a very very hot ride to Dresden, along what 
can only be described as the A14 but with scenery! The 
right hand lane was nose to tail trucks for nearly 200 miles. 
The left lane was mainly lunatics doing around 120 mph (or 
more). Dresden loomed and we arrived at our hotel just as 
a load of Dutch riders pulled in, so we had plenty of 
conversation and drinks sitting outside that night. 

 
Next day it was a short hop of 90 miles into Prague. We 
found our hotel for the next three nights, the hotel I picked 
had the added security of electric gates across the walled 
parking area. Lots of other riders must have thought the 
same as it was packed with Harley's from all over Europe. 

 
Once in our rooms we quickly unpacked, and then off to 
the rally site. The atmosphere at the site was amazing, and 
we caught The Iceni gang in a beer hut, (I tried to sneak up 
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and get a photo coz they were being rowdy but they caught me). 

 
I loved the Expo-The custom show had some truly fabulous 

Harley's, peoples imagination in coming up with ideas so different 
from each other is wondrous. Mind you, some I wouldn't have 
wanted to ride...The Museum I was looking forward to as I love 
old Harley's. It was very well done with old Harley's put into 
dioramas, so a workshop, a WW2 encampment, a French street 
with rows of HD's in front of shops on a backdrop, then continuing 
with actual bikes so you could have your photo taken in period 
costume, and looked like you were part of the original photo. 

 
The shopping village was huge, tons of food stalls, and so much 
more we didn't even get to see. 

 
Saturday was spent in Prague, doing the tourist bit, a trip on the 
river, Wensalas Sq, walking through a myriad of tiny streets, 
drinking and eating, bumping into Iceni members with a giant 
bear    no idea what that was about. We stayed in Prague all day 
just chilling and ate at the Hard Rock then back to the hotel. 

Sunday back to the rally site which was very quiet, so very easy to 

 

get around. The Jack Daniels zone 
looked inviting so some time was spent 
in there!Then it was just wandering 
around looking at stuff we had already 
looked at.… 

 
Monday it was time to leave so we 
followed my mate Kevin's Satnav as 
mine didn't have Czech maps. (that 
was weird, just a line moving over a 
blank screen), and we high tailed it to 
Nuremberg, bumping into Iceni again 
at a gas station. 

Next day we rode to Rudesheim, 
stopping at the the Harley Factory HD 
dealer in Frankfurt, where we met up 
with the Iceni crew again!, \Some 
lovely old Harley's in there, including 
a 1916 model which did the 
Cannonball run in 2016-3417 miles in 
17 days. Those must have been long 
days. 

 

Rudesheim is lovely of course, up 
the cable car to the top of the hill and back, wander round the quaint streets and bumped into more 
Iceni memebers who had been touring the Black Forest region. Iceni are everywhere in Europe-you just 
can't hide! 
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the whole trip, my new Deluxe did the journey with ease, 
my bank balance didn't...... 

 
 

Next day we caught the ferry across the Rhine and rode to 
the Moselle valley. The road meanders along the river to 
just out side Bonn, and we took our time stopping at 
villages along the way for coffee and cake, ice cream etc, 
arriving at out hotel late afternoon. 

 
Next day was an easy 220 mile ride to The Hook, overnight  
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