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  Andy and Kateʼs Iron HOG Covid-19 Challenge  
 

It all started with a night shift, when Andy came home the following morning, this was the conversation: 

Andy: I have had an idea Kate 

Kate: oh no! 

A: as we can no longer go to Ireland, I stumbled across the Iron Hog Challenge and thought we could do that instead 

K: What is that? 

A: where you visit all 30 Harley dealerships in the country 

K: you are having a laugh (said in true Essex girl style) 

A: but there is a special Covid one, it is where you visit just 19 for Covid 19 but you have to include at least one of 

the four main iron hog dealers and you have to start and finish at the same dealership, so I thought we could start in 

Norwich 

K: Right…. 

A: so, I have mapped 19 out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K: so we are going then 
A: well up to you but I would like to do it and what else are we going to do on your time off work. I know you are 
concerned about staying away at the moment so would you want to do it over two or three days? 
K: hang on, I have not said I want to do yet……can you not do that on your own? 
A: I could but it will be more fun with you coming along with me and you can speed up the stops by paying for the 
fuel and purchasing the snacks etc. After my sleep and you are home from work (well walk downstairs) I will show 
you the route I have planned 
K: so, as I said we are going then, does this mean another nineteen t-shirts!!! 

So that is how the idea was born. 

Andy then contacted Axel from Hogsback Chapter to obtain the required paperwork and conditions of the ride. 
With Kate having two weeks off, we watched the weather closely (one of the conditions of Kate joining the 
experience) and picked Monday 3rd August. 

 
We set off from home at 05:55, stopping for fuel and purchasing a daily paper (required to have in the photo at each 
dealership) and left Norwich 06:40 with zero miles on the clock and started our journey heading for Newmarket. 
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The roads were pretty much empty, so the first stint 
was a quick run and we arrived 07:48 at Newmarket 
after 51 miles. Why is it that you have a massive desire 
for a pee when the dealership is closed!! Both Norwich 
and Newmarket are closed on a Monday, but it didn’t 
matter as I already have a T-shirt and poker chip from 
both!! 

 
09:00 = Watford 129 miles on the clock again no poker 

chip from here as the store was closed. 

Different riding from what we are used to now with 

the busy traffic and drivers that are in no way 

courteous and with push bikes that need to read the 

Highway Code to understand what a red traffic light 

means. Plenty to look at with differing neighborhoods 

from run down to affluent. 

This took us to 10:15 = London Kings Road with the clock reading 147. This one was open, so a poker chip was 

purchased (decided not to go for t-shirts as I have plenty ...... although I do believe you can never have enough Harley 

T-shirts!!). 

Next stop was at 11:27 = London Mottingham Road with 162 miles on the clock, much slower riding due to 

congestion and plenty of red lights. Closed so no chip from this one. 

Then on to West Thurrock at 12:02 and 180 miles on the clock and again it was shut which was disappointing as I was 

aware there was not long before the store was closing so I really wanted a chip from here (solution was when home I 

called them up and they sent me one in the post which arrived less than 24hrs later. Now that’s service!). 

From there we arrived 12:52 = 

Maidstone with 206 miles on the clock 

and an opportunity to do some shopping 

if only we had the time, so the visit was 

limited to a quick comfort break, poker 

chip, fleece and door mat for the new 

BBQ hut we are building. Kate said it 

looked like a supermarket sweep the 

speed we were in and out of there and 

the lady who served us has obviously 

been on a customer service course as 

she was the most friendly and helpful of 

all the staff, we met over the two days. 

Then it was onto Sykes HD at 14:21 & 

251 miles with a quick dash inside for a 

poker chip and to use the rest room, 

then off again. 

Next it was Guildford HD 15:51 & 314 miles, again it was closed so straight back on the bike after the essential photo. 

At 16:57 arriving at Reading HD with 347 miles on the clock just a quick picture and off as this being a Monday the 

dealer was shut, and so close to visit my brother but no time for that on this trip. Which I got a ticking off for once he 

saw I had been so close to him. 

Arriving at Southampton HD at 18:17 with 400 miles complete, situated right by the docks but again this dealer was 

closed on a Monday. Maybe Monday was not the best day to have done this but it did save me a few pounds!! 
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Bridgwater Harley Davidson 20:16 and 

488 miles, possibly one stop too much 

for our numb bums but as the hotel 

was already booked, we had to press 

on. 

From here it was time to call it a day, 

so we checked into the Bridgewater 

Premier Inn and sat down to well-

earned drinks and half price meals, 

thanks Boris. 

Breakfast biscuits and water and then 

on the road again for day 2 of our Iron 

HOG, starting with a fuel stop picking 

up the daily paper for the required 

pictures. 

A quick blast up to Bristol HD arriving 

at 08:10 so prior to opening time with 529 miles on the clock. Oh no already have a slight bum ache. 

Then over the boarder via the new Severn Bridge for a visit to Wales and the only time we had some damp weather 
with drizzle in the air to visit Cardiff HD at 09:22, 586 miles. A quick dash in to get a poker chip, comfort break and 
were off again back to England and leaving the dampness behind us. 

 
Cheltenham HD was the next at 11:02 666 miles. Just in time for the visiting sandwich van so we decided it would 
be rude not to participate and consumed a Cornish Pasty, well we didn’t have much for breakfast! 
Stratstone HD Woolverhampton was up next at 12:30 with 723 miles on the clock. A further poker chip was added 
to the collection. 

 
Arriving at Birmingham Harley Davidson at 13:23 which was closed we now had 740 miles on the clock. The chapter 
director was sitting outside and came over and introduced himself and was telling us he had seen quite a few 

people that were doing the Iron Hog. He informed 
us the dealership had not re opened since 
lockdown started in March and was now 
permanently closing. The highlight of the chat was 
watching some travelers rock up in the next-door 
commercial unit, make themselves at home and 
they even put their own lock on the gates. The 
director knew who owned that unit so called him 
up and as he arrived, we had to get going which 
meant we missed the action of what happened 
next but looking at the characters and how many 
of them we guess not a lot!! 

 
Then it was Robin Hood HD at 15:10 793 miles, a 
poker chip acquired, comfort break and then off. 
At 16:27 and 837 miles later we made it to 
number nineteen, Sycamore HD, Uppingham. Last 

poker chip of the trip and with a short rest, drink and snack before the back on the seat for the last real leg back to 
our start dealership. 

 

We made it, 19 dealerships arriving back at the start in Norwich at 18:59 after covering 934 miles (not sure that 
Kate saw all of those miles, as we all know, she does like the odd nap or two on the back) just 23 miles to go to get 
home and rest our aching bums and use our legs!!! 

 
First from ICENI to do Iron Hog, although only the Covid version, so who is up for the full challenge. 


