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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 18 Nov - 2 Dec 2019 
 

Day 1 Monday 18 November 

Arrive In Cape Town - meet for evening meal 

 

Travelling down to Heathrow on Sunday the 17
th 

November for our overnight flight to Cape Town it 

suddenly hit me, eighteen months ago I hadn't even 

sat on a bike let alone been on a two week 

motorcycle tour of nearly 1900 miles in a country I 

had never visited before ! The previous eighteen 

months had seen me riding pillion on numerous 

occasions, with my partner Mike and the Iceni 

Chapter, with the longest trip being to Cirencester 

for a weekend rally. Taking and passing my CBT and 

taking the first steps to owning my own Harley was 

going to be nothing compared to the adventure we 

were all about to enjoy. 

Most of the group flew to South Africa from either Heathrow, Gatwick or Norwich on Sunday the 17th, our Canadian friend 

Bruce had flown into Cape Town a week before so was already acclimatised to the weather and raring to go. Barbara, Geoff, 

Kevin D, Kate and Andy after a scorching hot day sightseeing had checked into our hotel the day before. Dave (scrappy) and 

Kevin P. had a interesting start to their trip with a 21 hour delay at Gatwick! Eventually arriving a day later than they 

intended on the 18th and completing the trio that became to be known as the Boy Band! ( Bruce,Kevin and Dave ). Most of 

the group arrived at Cape Town and transferred to the New Kings Hotel during Monday, we all met for evening drinks, a 

briefing then we checked out the local restaurants, with Just Mike and Sue W. arriving late in the evening. 

 
Day 2 Tuesday 19 November 

Collect Bikes from Cape Town Harley Davidson, Signal Hill and Seal Island 

After Breakfast we made our way to Cape Town Harley Davidson dealership to pick up our steed's for the next few days 

and of course to make the obligatory t-shirt purchases. We took our first gentle ride, to get familiar with our bikes and the 

traffic!, up to Signal Hill and to our first fabulous view point overlooking Cape Town and the Bay area. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We then rode to Haut Bay for a lunch stop then a boat trip 
around Seal Island. 

After returning to the Hotel and a quick freshen up Uber 

taxis were ordered for our first visit of two to The Butcher 

Shop and Grill, where you can choose your cut of steak and 

have it cooked to perfection, I must say it was probably the 

best steak I have ever eaten, and with the wine and 

company it was a night to remember. 

 
 

Day 3 Wednesday 20 November. Table Mountain, Day ride 

to Cape Point - Visit penguin colony in Simons 

 

Day three began with a early breakfast and stands up at 8.00am to beat the queues for our trip up Table Mountain. 

Travelling to the top in a revolving cable car gave us all stunning views of Cape Town with a signpost showing we were 

6009 miles or 9670km from London. 

This was followed by a ride to Cape Point, where on the way we were held up by Baboons in the road eventually allowing 

us to pass without showing too much interest in us. Once at Cape Point the Flying Dutchman Funicular took us most of the 

way up with the final steep steps getting us to the lighthouse at the summit. Once there the views were absolutely stunning. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 

 
 
 

Day 4: 21 November Visit Tyger Valley H.D. - ride along west coast guided by Cape Town Chapter 
 

Today saw us meet the local Cape Town Chapter at the dealership for a ride out to Paternoster on the Western Cape, on the 
way we stopped off at Tyger Valley Harley dealership where once again wardrobes were enhanced. On leaving the 

dealership car park, the barrier was not kept open, and came down between myself and Mike, not to worry I expertly 

caught it and carried it a few yards before giving it back to the barrier attendant in one piece just not attached to anything 

! On the plus side it saved everyone else having to wait for it to open. 

We continued our journey to Paternoster with less excitement and lunch at the Voorstrandt restaurant an open air 

establishment that was fabulous, with local seafood making up the menu. A unexpected visit from a lone whale in the bay 

finished off our lunch in style. That evening saw us meet up with the Cape Town Chapter at The Hard Rock Cafe for burgers, 

beer, and cocktails with excellent live music provided by High End Blues Band. 
 

 
Day 5: 22 November - Cape Town to Montagu 

We left Cape Town for our next stop Montagu. The scenery was amazing on the journey which was about 186 miles. We 

arrived at the Avalon Springs for a two night stay, where the bikes had luxury parking under canopies in spaces allocated 

for each room, also occupying the parking spaces were Dassies not as friendly as they look! 
 

After Cape Point we made our way to Simons Town and a colony of Penguins, 

hundreds of African Penguins including youngsters with their fluffy plumage. 
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Day 6 was a day of choices either Gin tasting or a ride out taking in the mountain passes the reverse way from the day 

before. A hard decision but several of us went in the support van to Platform 62, Ashton for a tasting session. We had a 

choice of Gin, crème liqueurs, wines and more. The ride out with Gunther had a fun ride before meeting the rest of us at 

Platform 62 for lunch. That afternoon we made our way back to the hot springs pool for a well earned rest before our 

evening meal. 

 

Day 7 : Sunday 24 November - Montagu To Oudshoorn along Route 62 
 

Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 

We soon sampled the natural hot springs pool and bar and 
that evening a Braii (BBQ) was arranged where we dined in a 
exclusive area. 

Day 6: Saturday 23 November - Ride passes in reverse, 
Gin tasting 

Our journey continued from Monatagu to Oudshoorn along the legendary 
Route 62 (Similar to Americas route 66 ) this was approx 190 miles. We 
made the best of a photo opportunity at the Route 62 sign complete with bullet 

holes. 

Onwards and a stop at 
Diesel and Cream in 

Barrydale, an 

American style themed diner, 
for their legendary milkshakes, 

delicious. 

This is a must stop on Route 

62, not just for the milkshakes 

but also the eclectic décor. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 

Continuing with our journey we next stopped at the world famous 

Ronnie's Sex Shop. 

The story goes nobody used to stop at Ronnie's shop until, as a 

joke, some of Ronnie's friends in the middle of the night put the 

word “Sex” on the sign now everybody stops there! 

Onwards to the Cango caves situated in a limestone ridge, 

described as the finest Drip Stone Caves, with stalactites and 

stalagmites in vast halls. 

 

 

 
Next stop was an ostrich farm where several “neck massages” 

were given by the ostriches. Mainly bred for their extra lean meat 

the feathers are still used around the world in the Moulin Rouge in 

France   and   the   Mardi   Gras   festival    in    New    Orleans. Their 

eggs are equivalent to 24 hens eggs and take the weight of two 

humans standing on them. The male and female ostriches have 

different colour feathers, the male, black as they sit on the eggs at 

night, and females grey as they sit on them during the day. 

Arriving at our Hotel the Turnberry Boutique Hotel I was the only 

one brave or daft enough to try the hotel pool with no heating, I 

would describe it as bracing! The evening meal was a Braai with Ostrich skewers, beef, pork and chicken which the whole 

party had to sing a song in Afrikaans before the hotel owner would feed us. 

 
Day 8: Monday 25 November -Oudshoorn To Port Elizabeth along Route 62 

Today's journey was from Oudshoorn to Port Elizabeth the longest leg of the trip 285 miles. We stopped off at the Cango 

Wildlife Ranch where we saw amongst many crocodiles, Flamingos, bats, Lemur, Porcupine including a albino one, 

Peacocks, Leopards and a elusive Bengal tiger, we were also treated to the lion and lioness roaring to each other, if you've 

never heard this in real life it literally shakes your insides with the sheer volume and depth of the sound. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
 

Some of the party decided to wrestle the crocodile, not sure who won ! 

Our lunch stop was at Smitswinkel then onto Port Elizabeth for our two night stay at 

the City Lodge Hotel. 

 
Day   9:   Tuesday   26   November    -    Day    Trip    Safari    to    Addo    Elephant    Park Today 

was one of the highlights of the trip, Addo Elephant Park for a safari. Before setting off we were 

told by our guide that we may not 

see any animals due to how unpredictable 

wildlife is, but we were lucky seeing 

numerous Zebras warthogs and Kudo and 

three large herds of elephants of all ages, 

drinking and bathing at various waterholes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then as we were about to leave the last herd and drive away, a mother 

and her new born baby, some distance from the main herd, calling out 

in distress for help, turns out a Hyena was trying to separate mother and 

baby from each other the Hyena seeing the new born as easy food ! The 

mothers cries were heard in the main herd and two males came to her 

assistance keeping the Hyena at bay, nature in all its beauty and cruelty.. 

 
After a fantastic safari it was back to the Hotel 

then a meal at Barney's Tavern on the Beach, 

what a beautiful spot and great craft beer and 

food . 

 
Day 10: Wednesday 27 November - Port 

Elizabeth To Storms River 

 
Onward today from Port Elizabeth to Storms 

River approx 125 miles. We stopped off 

at the famous Van Stadens bridge opened in 

1971 known as the suicide bridge with over 80 people jumping to their deaths, its 417ft high with a span of 650ft. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
Lunch stop today was at the Walskipper, another beautiful 
restaurant on the beach, fabulous fresh fish with the sand in your 

toes. Jeffery's Bay Beach is also the venue for world surfing 

championships 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reaching our final destination for the day we checked into the 

charming Tsitsikamma Village Inn in Storms river for the night. We 

were allowed to park on the hotel lawn for the night, with all the 

bikes lined up for a photo shoot ! 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
Day 11: Thursday 28 November - Storms River To Plettenberg Bay - Walk with Elephants 

 

Early start today with most of us opting for a Segway Tour of the local protected forest. Most of us were Segway virgins, 

but with only one near miss and a couple of stumbles and much laughing we had a great time. The forest route follows 

the original old Port Elizabeth road that used to be one way to Port Elizabeth certain days of the week then reversed for 

the rest as it was so narrow! Back to the hotel to kit up and make our way to our next stop. 

As we arrived at Bloukrans Bridge, disaster stuck, one of our party, Kevin D, was clipped by a car and knocked off his bike, 

there was a tense few minutes until we all got the good news that he was mostly ok with just a few bumps and bruises. It 

brought it home to us all how vulnerable we are on motorcycles, and with traffic not being as disciplined as the U.K., you 

need eyes in the back of your head 
at all times. 

 
Bloukrans Bridge is famous for being 

the longest bungee drop in the 

Southern Hemisphere, built 

between 1980 and 1983 its 709ft 

high with a span of 1479ft, 

unsurprisingly none of our party 

fancied a go ! 

 
 

Our afternoon excursion was an 

absolute highlight of the whole tour, walking with elephants at Crags Sanctuary. We walked with them hand in trunk, had 

a close up anatomy lesson, and got to feed them AMAZING ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the way to the hotel my pillion riding was 

cut short when our hire bike rear tyre 

blew out, after jumping off at the side of the 

road Mike managed to nurse the bike to 

a garage a short distance away, our bike was 

left overnight at the garage for repair in 

the morning arranged by Gunther and the 

Cape Town Dealership. 

After a very 

eventful day we checked into the Bay View 

Hotel in Plettenberg Bay with ocean 

views. 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
Day 12: Friday 29 November - Plettenberg Bay To Hermanus to register for Cape Seal Rally 

 

Myself, riding pillion with Kevin P, and the rest of the group set off for Hermanus a distance of 280 miles while Mike and 

Gunther waited with the bike for the tyre to be repaired. When Mike and Gunther caught us up a little later at the fuel stop, I 

was confused to see Mike in strange gloves and helmet, it turned out he had his bag stolen containing his helmet and 

gloves, even though they were standing just two feet from the bike at the time ! A local, originally from London, stopped 

and drove Mike into town to buy a new helmet so he could continue his journey. 

 

Next stop the Bali Trading Post for a relaxing lunch. We then headed to Hermanus for the Cape Seal 

Rally where we stayed in the Windsor Hotel overlooking the sea, the hotel was full with bikers from all over South Africa 

and further afield. That evening we registered for the rally and collected our goody bags, another t-shirt to add to the 

growing collection. 

 
Day 13: Saturday 30 November - Hermanus Rally Ride out through Township to see night shelter and lunch at wine farm 

 

Most people today went on the organised ride out passing 

through the local township that the Cape Town chapter 

support by funding and helping the building of a night 

shelter, the residents were really happy to see all the bikes 

riding through and clapped and cheered at them. Lunch 

was at a local wine farm where the chef periodically came 

out and sang to everyone. Some us stayed in Hermanus and 

checked out the local shops, ice cream parlours and cafes 

while taken in the stunning views of the bay, unfortunately 

no whales to be seen today. 

Dinner that evening was provided at the rally with the dress code being western themed, many dressed up in fantastic 

looking costumes. Several of the group won raffle prizes but opted to have them re drawn as we were unable to bring home 

the pool cleaning kit! 

Live music was provided each evening in the Marquee at the rally with many that don't normally dance taking to the floor 

for a jiggle and twist! 
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Iceni and Friends South Africa Tour 
Day 14: Sunday 1 December - Hermanus To Cape Town – Rally closes with Bike blessing 

 

The rally closed today with the bikes being blessed and a few prayers, then we continued our journey back to Cape Town. 

On the way we stopped at the Penguin colony in Betty's Bay. Lunch was at a fantastic Sunday Market at Stellenbosch, 

hundreds of stalls of craft goods and foods from all around the world being freshly cooked, it was rather surreal sitting there 

listening to live music with the temperature in the upper 20's with Christmas decorations all around us. Arriving early 

evening at the New Kings Hotel, our first hotel stop. The evening meal was once again at the fabulous Butcher Shop and 

Grill where we reflected on the fantastic trip that was coming to a close. All of us a little tired headed for bed, unfortunately 

eight of us got stuck in a lift, while it was a little fraught and hot stuck in there we were thankfully all released after an hour. 

 

Day 15: Monday 2 December - Cape Town to Return Bikes 
 

Today after checking out of the hotel we handed back the bikes at the dealership, with another t-shirt buying opportunity. 

With most people not flying till the evening we had one more sightseeing opportunity around Cape Town. Mike and myself 

checked out the Victoria and Albert Waterfront a vast retail area, with many shops and places 

to eat, and its own version of the London Eye. Returning the the hotel to pick up our luggage we had a last coffee before 

getting a Uber taxi to the airport for our return B.A. Flight to Heathrow, with a short delay we were off home having had a 

holiday of a lifetime. Some of the group took a earlier flight, with the boy band staying for a extra day of shenanigans ! 
 

Day 16: Tuesday 3 December 

 
Most of us landed today to be greeted by a cold grey Heathrow airport several degrees cooler than Cape Town. We all had 

some fantastic memories of the past two weeks and can't wait for the next Iceni HOG adventure.This was my first long trip 

by bike and I have not been put off ! I had a amazing time, saw amazing sites, ate amazing food (too much of course), and 

drank amazing wine. 

My aim is to pass my full licence and be able to ride myself next time! Myself and Mike would like to thank the following 

people for making it such a memorable holiday. 

 
Mike and Sue Watling 

Andy Cubbage 

Kate Presland 

Paul Anthony 

Christine Byles 

Barbara Hutchings 

Geoff Dow 

Kevin Pennington 

Bruce Munro 

Dave Culling 

Kevin Dewane 

Jim and Karen Watson 

and of course Gunther and Debbie Gerdes for all the time, hard work and effort they 

put into a fantastic tour



 

 


