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Autumn 2016 

The chapter has had a fantastic summer and it set to 

have a great Autumn, so read on ... 

! 

What a Summer We’ve Had 

Directions! 

Hi All, and welcome to our autumn newsletter 

packed with so many fabulous articles, plus we hope 

some really useful information to help you plan your 

Autumn riding and entertainment with Iceni HOG. 

 

Let me start with a big thank you to all our members 

who have taken up the challenge and are now wearing 

Iceni and HOG patches on our ride outs and events. As 

you know I’ve been championing a drive on this and 

clearly with some success…  

On to unsung heros (and there are many)…Year on year 

our Iceni Road Crew continue to give up their time to de-

liver a great ride out calendar for us all to enjoy.  Please 

don’t forget the occasional ‘thank you’ to your Road 

Captain goes a long, long way in helping them feel truly 

appreciated for the work they do.  

Whilst I’m on the subject of Road Captain’s I would also 

like to congratulate Betty, Gill and Ross on the success-

ful completion of their road captain’s course…welcome 

to the Iceni road crew and thank you so much for step-

ping up… 

On the entertainment front please take time to read all 

about the planned socials Debbie has organised for us 

and especially a significant new event happening on Oc-

tober 28th… the very first Iceni end of season big bash 

(Continued on page 2) 
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party…more than ever we really do need your full support to help 

kick start this new initiative that we hope will become an annual 

Iceni event for us all to enjoy. A three-course dinner, dancing to live 

music, ladies in posh frocks, great value hotel accommodation 

(with breakfast included) and beer and wine and possibly even 

more beer.  Bring your partners plus as many friends as you can 

muster and lets make this a truly great end of season party to re-

member!!!! (I’m told those die hard, long in the tooth campers can 

be accommodated near by if required) – but there again why would 

you…in late October???? 

Turning to new membership – I’m really very pleased to welcome 

what seems to continue to be a steady stream of new members to 

the chapter… you are all very welcome as new additions to the 

chapter and I hope you enjoy riding and socialising with us at the many events we have planned 

for the rest of the year and beyond.  

And finally from me please don’t forget if you have any feedback for us (good or bad) I’m really 

keen to hear from you, plus I know your committee members are always looking for suggestions 

and new ideas... So don’t be shy!!! 

Here’s looking forward to seeing you all on the road plus of course at our big end of season bash. 

 

Ride & Party Safe 

Jeff                        

 Email  director@icenihog.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

Jeff Bacon 

Chapter Director 

Happy Birthday Iceni Chapter 
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Debs Ansari 

Editor 

Editor’s Ramblings……. 

Amazing!  It’s the beginning of October, how did that happen?   

Firstly, that means I’m a bit late with the newsletter - apolo-

gies, well, no excuses, time flies! 

Secondly, that means that with a sudden rush all the exciting 

end of season stuff is almost upon us - End of Season Party 

(see page 11 &12) I’ve got my tickets, and no I’m not camp-

ing!; AGM (see page 6); and…. I’m going to whisper this 

“Chapter Christmas Dinner” ssshhh, it can’t really be coming 

up to Christmas can it?   

But, before you break out the winter woollies this magazine is 

packed full of mementos from SUMMER!  Photos, stories, remi-

niscing.  So, go on read it, you know you want to.  Dorian Bur-

rows tells us about going all the way to Poland  and Paul An-

thony relates his experience of his first ever European  ride. 

Personally, I’ve had a fantastic summer.  Now that both my 

bike and I are finally serviceable I’ve been reacquainted with 

riding my bike for long miles, and thanks to splashing out on 

a sundowner seat they were comfortable miles.  For the first 

time in the 7 years that I’ve owned my Harley I did not get off 

it after two days of riding unable to move, sit down or feel my 

arse.  I do have to say a big thank you to Gunther and Debbie 

for getting us safely to and from Rudesheim, even though they 

did make us ride up and queue on a steep cobbled hill.  Bring 

on the next trip. 

The Fenlanders rally seems like 

such a long time ago, but it was-

n’t, so look out for the pictures 

scattered through this magazine. 

Keep those photos and stories 

coming in please.   

Ride safe and enjoy 

Debs 

editor@icenihog.com 

Meet Hans 

Hans, who is a native of the Rhine, 

decided that brits on tour are greet 

fun. So, he hitched a lift with me and 

wants to go away with as many 

chapter members as possible - as long 

as you get him drunk and take photos.  

He’s already been to Thunder in the 

Glens with Debbie, so, who’s next? Oh, 

and he likes to Yodel! 

His attire is remarkably similar to the 

guys on page 8 
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Charity fund raising 

This has been a good year for fundraising with the BBQ,s 

poker run & filming we have approximately £1500.00 

available for our charities this year. 

For the last couple of years we have made donations to 

the air ambulance & sunbeams charity.  However, if any-

one has any other charities they think we might support 

let me know & I will put it to the committee.  

 

On a personal note I did a charity event on two wheels 

for the teenage cancer trust.  And here’s my tale……  

Twenty of us travelled 500 miles in five days around Eng-

land on classic mopeds & raised over £17,000.00!   We 

travelled from here to Matlock on the first day covering 

150 miles in one day, mind you we started at 7am & ar-

rived at 5pm.  We had four bikes break down but we had 

a truck at the rear with spare mopeds in it.  All four were 

fixed in the pub car park that night, with one person ac-

tually fitting a new piston & barrel. 

Off bright & breezy the next morning  to the Tan Hill 

pub, which the highest pub in England and located in the 

Yorkshire Dales National Park.  We travelled 130 miles 

that day, with no breakdowns. 

Then to Scarborough via the North 

York Moors national park.  At just 

100 miles this was an easy day.  

From there down to Lincoln for the 

last night, before heading home.  

This was a remarkable ride all com-

pleted with only one moped not 

making it.  The majority of the ride 

could be done on a Harley and I 

think it would be a great ride. 

What was strange was that two 

weeks later the chapter ride to York-

shire covered quite a bit of the route 

I had done on the moped.  I must 

say that a Harley feels a lot safer 

than a moped on the Humber Bridge! 

The fundraising page is still open if 

anybody feels like supporting it 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

SpoonerRowHHC 

Regards Phil MrD   

Email  

ass is tant .director@icenihog .com 

Phil Dingle 

Assistant Director 

500 miles in 5 days on mopeds 
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Hi All, 

Just a few words from your Secretary… 

Once again I am happy to report that our numbers are continually 

growing, we currently have 98 members registered with HOG for our 

Chapter.  So with this in mind, I would like to take this opportunity 

to formally welcome the following new members and to introduce 

them to you in the box below. 

I am sure we can make them all feel very welcome and look for-

ward to seeing them at our future events and ride-outs. 

Just a brief admin note, don’t forget to let me know if you 

change any of your communication details, phone, email or address as we can only reach you if 

we have your current details on record. 

And finally, many of you have changed bikes and given me your new details for the chapter mile-

age challenge, but to complete the process I need evidence of the closing mileage on the bike 

you have previously entered.  Otherwise we risk losing any mileage on the bike you have traded 

or sold.   

Thanks once again for your continued support, and if you have any problems with membership 

at HOG, as we have had a few problems when members change bikes, then please do not hesi-

tate to contact me if you think I may be able to help. 

Safe riding and see you on the road, 

Cheers 

Jo Bacon 

Jo Bacon 

Membership/Secretary 

Welcome to the following new Iceni members,  we look forward to seeing you at chapter 

meetings and social events, but most importantly… out on the road! 

 Steve Clarke 

 Jason Cronin 

 Michael Day 

 Dave Elgood 

 Keith Elliot 

 Phil French 

 Carl Jones 

 Dalila Milheiro 

 Mike Phillips 

 Jon Taylor 

 Matthew Sharp 

 Romando Syah 

 Pedro Vieira 

 Adam Vincent 

 Jane Goodley 

 Shaun Wentworth 

 Andy Williams 

 Paul Douse 

David Fisher 

    

 

New Members 

Membership Matters 
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Garry Knowles, Iceni Chapter Dealer Principal 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 3rd December 2016 

at 12.30pm at Harley Davidson, 120 Ber Street, Norwich. 

Committee and Chapter Officer Elections 

As of the start time of the meeting all members of the committee stand 

down from the position that they hold. The Dealer Principle will then address 

the club meeting and will end the address by introducing the Chapter Direc-

tor. 

All incumbent members of the committee that wish to be re-elected (and are 

unopposed) will be introduced to the members at the meeting and a show of 

hands as a vote of support. 

Any full chapter member that wishes to be considered for a position on the 

committee needs to get a full member to propose them for that position and 

another to second that proposal. If more than one seeks election to a posi-

tion then a vote will take place. 

Most positions within the club require that the DP agrees with the choice 

(before the vote) therefore if you wish to be considered you must let the 

dealer principle know no later than Saturday 5th November. This will give 

us time to sort things out and notify all members 14 days before the AGM. 

Members will be notified, by email, of the people who are standing for com-

mittee positions, 14 days prior to the AGM. 

Appointment of all Officers is at the discretion of the Sponsoring Dealer. 

All matters relating to the elections should be referred to the Sponsoring 

Dealer. 
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As you read this newsletter, it will probably seem impossible that 

the 2016 ICENI riding season will soon be coming to an end!! The 

riding season is due to finish in October, but what a great year it has 

been for all of us taking part in the many short & long journeys complet-

ed this year. 

This year the committee took the decision to try to include some differ-

ent overnight destinations alongside the regular HOG Rally calendar to 

expand the choice available to members. This seems to have worked real-

ly well, and we hope to take this formulae forward into 2017, provided 

that you the ICENI members are happy to support these activities. 

So if you do have any thoughts or ideas for a future ride-out please let 

me or one of the Road Crew know, as we appreciate your input & we will 

be planning the framework for the 2017 riding calendar sometime in 

November 2016. 

Many thanks for all your support this year, Ride-Safe as always 

KevP – Head Road Captain 

Kev Pennington 

Head Road Captain 

Let’s Ride 2016! 

Iceni Ride Out - 

Joint Fenland-

ers Ride - US 

Diner to Diner 

16th October 

2016 

Starts: 10:00 am                                               

Location: Meet at MrD’s 

on the A11 Southbound 

Description:  Riding to 

Arbuckles - Downham 

Market       

Road Captain - Gunther 

Gerdes 

Sea Palling Ride Out 
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Members out and about and on tour.   

From facebook. 
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Hello to you all, 

The summer has come to an end, but there is still lots of events 

planned.  The Ladies have had several rides out this year, the last to 

Alfresco tea rooms in Ludham where we all enjoyed an excellent high 

tea. 

I must commend Vanessa, she had a wasp get into her helmet whilst rid-

ing to Ludham and it decided to sting her under her eye four times, 

Vanessa managed to keep control of her bike and continued riding what a 

star! 

At the beginning of September two of our Ladies un-

dertook the HOG road captains training, which is bril-

liant.  Well done Gill and Betty, we look forwards to you 

taking us on future ride outs. 

We are going to have one more ride out this season, 

hopefully with one of our new road captains, please 

keep an eye on the web site for details. 

Did you know that the Iceni has one of the highest per-

centage of Lady riders for a chapter and long may it 

continue ! 

Best Wishes  

Monica  

Monica Bates 

Ladies of Harley 

Gill Halliwell (above) 

Betty StQuinten  

(right) 

Lady Road Captains 

Ladies riding through Ludham 
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ICENI Group Riding Refresher – Sunday 3
rd

 July 

 

The session was well attended by new members and together with more experienced members, 

the group successfully completed the 90 minute theory & practical activities covering all the main 

details of planning & executing a successful ride-out. 

Main elements covered were: 

 How a ride-out is planned by the Road Captain 

 How to ride safely within the group 

 How to deal with unusual conditions (e.g. breakdowns, what if 2nd doesn’t drop, leaving the 

ride before it completes etc). 

 How to recognise & pass signals down the group 

The practical session was followed by an impromptu visit to 

Wroxham for tea and/or ice cream!! 

Many thanks to Mick Wilson for supporting Head Road Cap-

tain KevP at short notice (although I had to take the picture)

……. 
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Fun, food and Friendship 

The 2016 Social calendar is slowly drawing to a 

close. 

I know it seems that we haven’t had that many 

socials but it was decided that this year we 

would only do Winter social due to the busy 

summer riding calendar. 

So with that in mind we had a few get togethers 

in the first half of the year ranging from meals 

out to a brewery tour and a pub evening with 

food and an blues/rock band.  

With the riding season coming to an end we 

have our End of Season Dinner Dance at the 

Palm Court Hotel, Great Yarmouth on 28 Octo-

ber. Tickets are available from Debbie Gerdes 

or the Dealership at a cost of £25p/p for a 3 

course dinner.  It’s a time to leave our leathers 

behind and a chance to wear our best bling for 

a fantastic evening of  Fun, Food, Friendship, 

laughter Music and dance. The hotel has given 

us a special rate for those wanting to sleep over 

for just £60 bed and breakfast for a double 

room.  You must let me know if you are vege-

tarian. 

In November we are planning to have a pub 

crawl but the date has yet to be finalised. 

On 3 December we 

will have our Annual 

Christmas dinner at 

the Rushcutters in Norwich costing just £17 for 

2 courses or £20 for 3Courses. 

The menus looks delicious and bookings need 

to be made via Debbie on 07879453616 and 

we do need to pre-order so please let me know 

ASAP.  If you are wanting to join us as numbers 

are limited to 40.   Please look on our facebook 

page or website for the menu. 

Looking forward to 2017 and if anyone has 

suggestions for socials please let me know. 

Debbie 

Debbie Gerdes 

Activities Officer 
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Hi there, Webmaster here. 

Your site has 78 Chapter members with access. 

The Chapter History has now been uploaded onto 

the site, thank you to Stuart for pulling it all to-

gether.  Enjoy reading about the history of your 

chapter.  I have only made the History available to 

those with access to the site, as it mentions indi-

viduals by name and hence I need to respect their 

privacy. 

I am in the process of building the ‘Travel’ pages; 

you will start to see articles appear on the site in 

the very near future.  If you feel that your travel ex-

periences would benefit the Chapter membership, 

please feel free to email an article to me and I will 

publicise. 

Again, if you see anything wrong with the site, or 

think that it could benefit from other content, 

please get in touch with me, or raise with another 

committee member. 

Regards and safe riding. 

Craig 

webmaster@icenihog.com 

Craig Rouse 

Webmaster 

Webmaster’s Web 

www.icenihog.com 

Don’t forget that when you 

want to know what is going on 

in the chapter, or you want to 

check whether an event is 

going ahead then go straight 

to the chapter website and 

select events.  Click on an event  
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NORWICH HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
 

Hi All,  

Hi All, As you may be aware H-D recently 

launched the ninth motor, welcome the Mil-

waukee Eight which is a 107cu motor which is 

available on Tourers, this is a totally new pow-

er plant with new gearbox and clutch, they 

have also taken the opportunity to upgrade 

the suspension. I was lucky enough to spend 

three days in New England riding an Ultra Low 

with the 107 and I have to say, if comfier sus-

pension, mid range acceleration and a smooth-

er gearbox is you’re thing, then get a test ride 

booked today. Both Keith and Colin have rid-

den the new 107 and Betty has been pillion, 

see what they say by clicking the link below, or 

better still, pop in and ask them 

http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/newmarket/

news-and-events/hear-what-we-think-about-the

-all-new-milwaukee-eight.htm  

Events wise we have just had the Copdock 

Show and the MY17 Launch Evening and Demo 

Day all of which were very busy, still to come 

this month we have a MacMillan Coffee Morn-

ing on Saturday 8
th

 and Harleyween on Satur-

day 29
th

 where you can win £50 for the best 

fancy dress, check out the link below for more 

details 

http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/norwich/news

-and-events/harleyween-at-norwich-h-d.htm  

Going into November and beyond we have the 

mileage closing day, where we would like to 

get as many miles recorded as possible, don’t 

forget the highest mileage individual gets a 

free service donated by us, plus the chapter 

could win some prizes from HOG UK, if you 

can’t make it please email to Jo or Keith a pho-

to of your odometer reading and VIN number, 

every mile counts! 

Finally, As always, if I can do anything to make 

your Chapter or Dealership experience better, 

don’t hesitate to call or better still see me at 

the shop, on rides or at events 

Ride Safe,  

Garry 

07434 700779  

garry@newmarketharley.co.uk  

 

www.norwichharley.co.uk 

 

Garry Knowles 

Dealer Principal 

http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/newmarket/news-and-events/hear-what-we-think-about-the-all-new-milwaukee-eight.htm
http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/newmarket/news-and-events/hear-what-we-think-about-the-all-new-milwaukee-eight.htm
http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/newmarket/news-and-events/hear-what-we-think-about-the-all-new-milwaukee-eight.htm
http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/norwich/news-and-events/harleyween-at-norwich-h-d.htm
http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/norwich/news-and-events/harleyween-at-norwich-h-d.htm
mailto:garry@newmarketharley.co.uk
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Out and about on the 

rideouts 

Iceniors ! 

Flixton Museum  Ride Out.   

Thetford? 
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Go on Lesley…. You can eat it!  Is this a good advert for the Potter 

Heigham  chippy as the Friday Fish  ‘n’ chip run destination? 
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Rudesheim 2016 
 

On Friday 5 Au-

gust, it was with 

some trepida-

tion but great 

excitement that I 

said goodbye to 

Christine and 

headed for the 

Dunston Hall 

layby on the A140 to meet some of the other 

Chapter members who were to be my travelling 

companions for the coming five days on the Ice-

ni ride to Rudesheim in Germany. At 

6.00pm, with Gunther in the lead we set out on 

the first leg of the journey to catch the overnight 

ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland. We 

were joined by the rest of the party at Ipswich 

services and finally arrived at the port in good 

time for boarding at around 9.00pm. I had been 

warned about potential hazards involved in rid-

ing up the gangway but, fortunately, this was 

undertaken without mishap. Once all the bikes 

(and Debbie’s trike) had been secured we made 

our way to our respective cabins congregating 

later in the bar for refreshments, liquid and oth-

erwise. 

After a smooth crossing we arrived early at the 

Hook of Holland to begin our journey with a 

short ferry crossing to Rozenberg to avoid hav-

ing to ride through the centre of Rotterdam. It 

was some 290 miles to Rudesheim but the 

weather was good and with breakfast/lunch/fuel 

stops we reached our destination at 

around 5.00pm. Following another short ferry 

crossing, we arrived at our hotel where the park-

ing was accessed by way of an uphill cobbled 

street. After a welcome beer we made our way to 

our rooms meeting up later to go out for dinner 

and more liquid refreshment. 

The next day, we met up with members of the 

Wiesbaden Chapter for a full day ride out. (At 

this point I should say that whenever the bikes 

(and trike) were lined up outside the hotel they 

Rudesheim by Paul Anthony 

MY FIRST EUROPEAN RIDE 
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always attracted a lot of interest from people 

passing by). Our German hosts took us through 

some really spectacular countryside and this in-

cluded some exciting riding around the very 

twisty roads up and down the mountainside. 

They looked after us extremely well having 

planned the day to include not only superb scen-

ery but also some interesting stops including a 

great lunch venue. They even held up the traffic 

at roundabouts and junctions to ensure that the 

group could keep together and not get split up. 

Fortunately, German drivers seem to be “bike 

friendly” and did not appear to protest when 

their journeys were interrupted, albeit temporari-

ly, in this way. That evening the group had plen-

ty to talk about over dinner and of course we 

had to continue our mission of quality testing 

German beers. 

On Monday after breakfast, we were joined once 

more by members of the Wiesbaden Chapter to 

be taken to their local Harley dealership with 

whom interestingly they have no formal connec-

tion like Iceni and Norwich HD. Many tee shirts 

and momentos were purchased. After lunch our 

ride back to the hotel took us through more in-

teresting countryside including some local vine-

yards (Wiesbaden is a well known wine produc-

ing area). In the evening taxis were arranged to 

take us to the Wiesbaden Chapter club house for 

a BBQ and beer and we were warmly welcomed 

by our hosts. What a fantastic place which inevi-

tably prompted the comment that it would be 

great if Iceni could have a similar facility, but I 

guess that it is just a dream. Certainly it takes 

considerable fundraising on the part of the Wies-

baden Chapter to keep their club going. After a 

lively evening all too soon it was time to bid 

farewell to our hosts but not before we were all 

given a Wiesbaden Chapter badge as a reminder 

of our visit. In return, Jeff presented them with 

an Iceni flag. 

On Tuesday the programme for the day was a 

boat trip on the Rhine. Once more we went 

through some stunning scenery enhanced by the 

fact that the bar was open from the start. After 

two hours, we disembarked at St Goar for lunch. 

Our stay was long enough for lunch and to have 

some time to explore the town before catching 

the boat again for the return trip. That evening 

we had dinner in the hotel after which there 

were further visits to local hostelries. 

Wednesday was a free day and part of the group 

went on a ride to the Koblenz dealership whilst 

others of us took the chair lift to the hills behind 

the hotel where there was a number of monu-

ments to be seen and we spent the remainder of 

the day at leisure wandering around Rudesheim. 

Dinner was arranged at a restaurant close to the 

hotel for what was sadly the final evening of the 
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trip, but we had much to celebrate. We did this 

in style and in fine voice and I am confident that 

we will not be soon forgotten and could easily 

become part of local folklore! During the day we 

had been joined by Kev P and Neil and their re-

spective wives who, like some other members of 

the group, were travelling on to other destina-

tions on Thursday . 

Thursday morning, having loaded up our bikes, 

those of us who were travelling home departed 

from the hotel immediately after breakfast for 

the long ride back to Norfolk. As we left Rudes-

heim the sun was shining but by the time we 

reached the Netherlands the weather had deteri-

orated and the rest of the journey was undertak-

en in heavy rain. Riding on the autobahn in 

these conditions was not a pleasant experience. 

Fortunately, this had been forecast and we had 

all taken the precaution of wearing our wet 

weather gear. Despite the rain, we reached the 

ferry in good time and, after another smooth 

crossing, arrived early in Harwich. The group 

travelled back to Norfolk together and I arrived 

home at around 10.30 eager to tell Christine 

about my adventure. 

Having given you a flavour of the trip, I should 

like to add my personal reflections on what had 

been both my first long ride on my Harley and 

my first experience of riding on the continent. 

I was most impressed with all the forethought 

and planning that obviously had been put into 

organising the trip. First and foremost special 

thanks go to Gunther for his brilliant leadership 

and for getting us all to Germany and back safe-

ly and without mishap. He was just great. 

Thanks also go to the other Chapter members 

on the trip who were so supportive of me and 

others of us with little or no previous experience 

of riding on the continent. Everyone was so pa-

tient and helpful giving us the benefit of their 

experience which was a major factor in making 

the trip so enjoyable. Oh, and by the way, we 

may well have found an anthem for the Chapter 

something to do with Alice I believe! 

To those Chapter members who might be appre-

hensive about joining a future group ride across 

the channel my advice is do not hesitate be-

cause if are inexperienced you will receive all 

the help and support you need. Certainly, I feel 

that I am a more confident rider as a result. 
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Preparing for Fenlanders 

Ride Out 

Mystery Ride Out 

Thetford Ride Out 

Poker Run 

Out and about in pictures 
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Dorian Burrows 

POLAND - A MOTORCYCLING 

In 2015 I spent 2 weeks riding through France, 

Holland, Belgium, Germany Denmark and Swe-

den to spend a week exploring the delights of 

Norway, A motorcycling heaven to ride in. This 

year a visit to Poland came on the cards organ-

ised by a friend who was using the opportunity 

to visit his long lost family and share his expe-

rience of Poland with fellow club members.  

Andrew who had organised the event had 

booked all 13 of us, (12 men and one very 

brave lady) into a range of 3 and 4 Star hotels, 

for 14 nights the total cost was £670.00 which 

also included dinner each night! The only ex-

tras to pay was for the ferry over and our own 

bar bills! 

When I lived in Yorkshire I used to ride down to 

Dover and take the ferry/tunnel over to Calais.  

I preferred riding and staying in a hotel over-

night to long ferry journeys. However, for the 

Polish trip I decided with a couple of fellow 

members to take the Stena ferry over from Har-

wich to the Hook of Holland and very good it 

was too, although passport control was a bit of 

a pain especially as they insisted on helmets 

being removed. 

So here we were in Holland and our first stop 

was at Moorsel in Belgium which was 220 miles 

South of us to meet up with the others who had 

come over from Dover. In hindsight we would 

have been better off riding directly to the first 

hotel in Germany. I dislike riding on motorways 

intensely, unless there is no option and so I had 

planned a route taking us into Delft for break-

fast, then bypassing Rotterdam and heading 

South to Belgium. However, a mismatch be-

tween the route planning software I use and the 

info system on the Ultra meant that Harley Nav 

transferred the way point to an inaccessible 

waypoint resulting in all three of us continually 

being brought back to the same waypoint, 

which happened to be in the middle of a totally 

new road structure. Not an easy issue to over-

come…anyway my friend on his Triumph Tiger 

took over which took us directly onto the mo-

torway which I had been trying to avoid in the 

first place! 

We met with everyone in a nice hotel in Morsel 

and found the only bar open for a few drinks 

before we all set off to find the restaurant we 

had been booked into. Our next night’s stop 

was in Bad Munder, a 330 mile ride.  I had plot-

ted in a really fun route with some great roads 

to ride. The weather was beautiful, blue skies 

and sunshine and we really made the most of 

it.  At a petrol station we were warned by a fel-

low motorcyclist to take great care of our speed 

in Eastern Germany as there are many speed 

traps.  However, the roads I had selected were 

gladly free from these as far as I know because 

nothing has dropped through the letter box yet 
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Norway 

with a German postmark!  

This event was really about Poland, but to get 

there we had to pass through Germany where 

our final stop before entering Poland was at the 

fabulous Hotel Schloss Herrenstein in Gerswald.  

We had ridden through Eastern Germany and 

while there were many parts which had benefit-

ed from the day in 1989 that the Berlin Wall 

came down and Germany became one again. 

The roads particularly had benefited, after unifi-

cation even the minor roads that took us 

through small villages were brilliant to ride on. 

It’s riding in places like this that you can really 

appreciate riding a Harley, there is nothing bet-

ter than powering out of a bend on perfect tar-

mac, when the extra torque that the CVO engine 

produces really comes into play. 

As we crossed the bridge over the River Oder 

into North Poland, it was a memorable experi-

ence, particularly as I have a huge interest into 

Second World War history and we would be rid-

ing to within 20 miles of the Russian border. Po-

land has seen so much devastation, yet unlike 

France there is nothing to remind you of it, 

WW11 is something that is locked away as is the 

time under communist rule until the fall of the 

Iron Curtain. Talking to Andrew’s relatives as we 

progressed through Poland, it is the future they 

look forward too and the security they feel be-

ing a member of the European Community 

brings.  

Crossing into Poland the first thing that struck 

us was that it seemed so much poorer that the 

country we had left just a couple of minutes 

ago; the second was the number of petrol sta-

tions just across the boarder.  We had deliber-

ately not filled up in Germany, I filled the CVO 

tank with 24 litres for just over £12.00, and the 

third was the state of the roads. We experience 

the very best of road surfaces swinging to the 

other extreme where lorries had long since 

ploughed their furrow, which had a horrible hab-

it of catching you unaware, particularly when it 

started to rain.  

Our first ho-

tel in Poland 

was in a 

small village, 

Elganowa 

which is 

about 20km 

from Gdnask. 

To get there 

we rode on 

roads that were made of concrete slabs just laid 

onto the bare earth, cobbles that went on for 

miles and then at times near perfect tarmac. The 

only trouble with a new tarmac road is the 

amount of heavy traffic, luckily these roads are 

mainly straight because if you have a fear of 

overtaking then this part of Poland is not the 

place to be. We rode in groups of 3 and 4 to 

make it easier to stay together while overtaking. 

I was riding with 2 Triumph Tigers and a BMW 

K1300s and the CVO was totally in its element, 

drop it down a gear or 2 and woosh! It was a re-

ally exciting days’ ride. 

Elganowa is about 20 Km from Gdnask, and as 

the Hotel Noce I Dnie was owned by Andrew’s 
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Relatives we had a 2 night stop here. A welcome 

day off the bikes for some and time to do a bit 

of sightseeing and enjoy Larger at a £1.00 per 

750cl or a short of Vodka for £1.20. While some 

chose to go to Gdnask, the birthplace of the Soli-

darity movement and the end of communism in 

Europe, but the city itself has architectural beau-

ty not unlike Amsterdam (but without all the ca-

nals and the bicycles). I went off with two others 

to explore Malbork Castel a truly massive red 

brick structure…it is more of a city than a castle 

as it contains two cathedrals  

We had already ridden over 1,100 miles from the 

Hook of Holland so our day’s ride from Elganowa 

to the Wolf’s Lair according to Andrews route 

instruction was a mere 155 miles, but somehow 

we added another 70 miles onto it and I am sure 

that was not down to Harley Nav. The Wolf’s Lair 

was a massive bunker complex built by the Na-

zis as an advance post for their invasion and 

conquest of Russia. it is the location of the 

‘bomb in a briefcase’ assassination attempt on 

Hitler by some of his Generals in July 1944. A 

really a remarkable place which was blown up by 

the retreating German army. However, the hotel 

that we stayed in which was part of the original 

complex was left intact. It was used during the 

war by SS officers entertaining their lady friends 

and today little has changed although the bed-

rooms have all been modernised. 

The Wolf’s Layer was as far as we got in an East-

ern direction, it was now time to turn Westwards 

for the return leg. 

So far we had been blessed with beautiful weath-

er, with temperatures in the mid 20’s I had actu-

ally got down to the mesh layer in my FXRG jack-

et, whoever designed this jacket originally must 

have a fetish for zips, taking it apart is easy, zip-

ping it back together is another matter! 

Our next stop was the ancient city of Olstyn, 

once again there is the main truck road or the 

more picturesque scenic roads to choose from, 

we keep to the scenic roads, which looking at 

the map led us through all the green bits past 

lakes and rivers, unfortunately tress guarded 

each side of the road so there was little to see 

apart from a quick glance through the branches. 

I am sure we could have got closer, but our ex-

perience earlier in the trip was that the road 

quickly turned into a sandy track forcing a turn 

around to head for firmer stuff. This once again 

showed the advantage of the Harley, with its low 

seat height and centre of gravity I had quickly 

got it turned around to face the opposite direc-

tion while my fellow Triumph Tiger owners 

struggled a bit but then they both have short 

legs! 
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 A map of Poland may show many twisty ‘A 

roads’, but don’t be drawn there to play with 

your sports bike, if you have one hidden away in 

the garage.  Those twisty ‘A roads’ are a Harley 

heaven for adventure as long as you take it easy 

and enjoy the benefits that riding a Harley deliv-

ers.  

Olstyn was another 2-night stop, we stayed in a 

hotel in the centre of the city, accessed via a 

steep cobbled road, another part of the trip that 

the Harley took delight in while others feared to 

tread, however once the Harley led up the hill 

others followed! 

Our next stop was the city of Wroclaw, some 

320 miles from Olstyn. Our ride to Wroclaw also 

coincided with a change in the weather with 

heavy thunderstorms where the rain bounced 

off the roads. Wet roads in Poland are no fun, 

with all the diesel they become very slippery, 

but it’s all part of the fun as long as you change 

your riding style to suit and nothing calls for a 

sudden bit of breaking.  

Prior to 1945, Wroclaw was part of Germany but 

after the war became Polish. The centre of the 

city is beautiful with massive squares surround-

ed by houses which appear to have a very 

strong Dutch influence. This was to be another 

2 night stop so Andrew could spend time with 

his family. Andrew’s father came to the UK prior 

to 1939, his uncle survived both the second 

world war and the communist regime and when 

he made contact with Andrew several years ago 

who had no idea that his family existed! 

Leaving Wraclaw we had time to pop into the 

Harley Davidson distributor for the purchase of 

T shirts and coffee. The cost of a T shirt is the 

same as in the UK yet their wages are signifi-

cantly lower. I asked how many CVO Ultra’s they 

had sold this year. The reply came 3, which was 

quite staggering as they cost in Poland the same 

as they do here.  There is definitely some money 

about. The other thing that stuck in my mind in 

Wraclaw was the amount of English spoken, par-

ticularly the young who appeared to prefer it to 

Polish in their natural conversation. 

As our next stop was Meissen via Colditz Castel 

we decided to take the motorway, for 2 reasons, 

one getting out of Wraclaw any other way is a 

pain and with 174 miles to cover we wanted to 

spend some time in Colditz, a place I had always 

wanted to visit. 

Leaving Po-

land by motor-

way, we en-

tered Germany 

on the same 

road, and just 

after the bor-

der the 

130Kmph sign 

was replaced 

with the dere-

stricted zone 

and we were 

on a two lane 

autobahn.  

On my trip to 

Norway I en-
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countered my first derestricted autobahn which 

took a while to get used to, but this time I was 

ready to twist back the throttle and see just what 

the CVO will do, the road was clear.  On these 

autobahns the European drivers have brilliant 

lane control, so matching this with swift over-

take and return manoeuvres is essential.   What-

ever you do, you don’t stay in the outside lane, 

because a car will come out of nowhere and sud-

denly be right up behind you.  My CVO and I 

were comfortable cruising at a legal 100miles an 

hour. A joy to ride if you want to get from point 

A to point B in the quickest possible time. 

Our hotel in Meissen was full if delightful charac-

ter. We unpacked and then made our way the 20 

odd miles to Colditz. It was an experience to 

walk through the castle gates, although most of 

it now has been turned into a youth hostel.   

For me now the trip had ended I had seen what I 

wanted to see, so now it was the drag home but 

not before we had ridden another 360 miles to 

Speyer, with this sort of mileage a few motor-

ways were required.  But not long after we joined 

the motorway we came to a sudden halt. The 

motorway was blocked and we found ourselves 

in 5Km of vehicles going nowhere. We made it 

through to the sliproad where everyone was be-

ing directed off, and despite our rather unortho-

dox road craft we were greeted with a friendly 

wave from a Policeman who called us through.  

Speyer was a 2 night stop to visit the Sinsheim 

museum.  The Sinsheim museum defies descrip-

tion.  It’s exhibits range from motorbikes to 

chain saws, steam engines to F1 racing cars, 

trains to aircraft, WW11 tanks and trucks and 

1960’s love buggies.  On its roof is an Air France 

Concord and the Soviet copy, Concordski.  Not 

models, not mock ups, the real thing open to 

visitors to walk around. 

Two wheeled interest was provided by a 1894 

Hildebrand & Wolfmuller motorcycle, said to be 

the first production motorbike in the world, a 

Harley sponsored stand showing a magnificent 

Pan Head German built Triumphs from the 

1930s, a glass case full of Laverdas and Ducatis, 

and obviously BMWs. It’s a remarkable place to 

visit and perhaps the best £15.00 I have spent in 

a long time. 

From Speyer it was another 250 mostly rain trod-

den miles to our final hotel in Riems, unfortu-

nately the rain had caused many roads to be 

closed and we eventually found the hotel by rid-

ing through a series of cycle and farm tracks 

thankfully tarmacked! 

The following morning it was back to the Hook 

of Holland for the midday ferry and home. I had 

ridden the good part of 4000 miles. My CVO Ul-

tra had again proved to be the best bike I could 

possible wish to tour on. No matter what was 

thrown at it, from sandy tracks, to cobbles, 

beautiful tarmac with long winding bends, rain 

and wonderful autobahns it did everything bril-

liantly. 2017 Southern Poland and Czech Repub-

lic is on the cards. Bring it on!   
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If you’ve been inspired by reading about Dorian’s travels then you may like to join him for a 

trip he is planning in the UK next year.  Please get in touch with Dorian by December 16  
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Hello  

Fellow bikers and chapter members, as the offi-

cial chapter photographer i would just like to say 

it’s an absolute pleasure snapping away at the 

various ride outs and function that we all attend.  

Now I’m a complete novice and by no means an 

expert however, if you follow the following 3 tips 

it will no doubt make you a better photographer, 

there are of course many more tips out there 

that will aid you into becoming a better snapper. 

Please note I sourced the internet for 3 Tips and 

I’m sure there will be variations on them all. I've 

amended the text to suit all audiences.  

The Rule of Thirds 

This really ought to be taught in school, and it’s 

so ridiculously easy to learn. Essentially, photos 

will look better if your subject isn’t centred. I 

know, that may sound totally counter-intuitive, 

but it works. 

Every digital camera – even your mobile phone 

comes with a grid option, which overlays two 

vertical and two horizontal lines on the picture, 

splitting the image into 9 sections. Go to your 

cameras and enable them now, and look 

around.  

Place items of visual interest ( Your Ride ) onto 

these lines or at the intersections for a better 

composition. For example – if there’s a horizon 

in your shot, don’t place it dead in the center – 

align it along either the top third or bottom third 

line, depending on whether you want to place 

focus onto the sky or the ground/sea. If there’s a 

foreground subject – Your ride , a person, or a 

tree – place them against either the left or right 

third lines. 

This photo to the right, from Wikipedia (from us-

er Moondigger) demonstrates the rule effective-

ly. 

On a related note: lead-

ing lines encourage a 

viewer to naturally move “through” your photo-

graph, so including them can stimulate interest. 

Specifically, this should always include your 

RIDE !  (pillion ) as its always going to be on a 

road, or perhaps a short pathway leading out to 

your subject, or beyond. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 27) 

Mick Wilson 

Photographer 
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The Trifecta of Exposure (ISO), Aper-

ture and Shutter Speed 

This can be the most difficult part to understand.  

I’ll only explain these points briefly; for a thor-

ough explanation head on over to the fantastic 

ExposureGuide.com, which is where this helpful 

diagram is from. Print it out, and stick it on your 

wall! 

To explain briefly then, these three factors deter-

mine everything. 

ISO/Exposure is how sensitive the camera chip is 

to light; a high ISO will allow you to take photos 

even in very low light, but there’ll be more noise 

(“grainy”). Lower ISOs are better, but not always 

possible. 

Aperture determines the focal length and is the 

size of the physical opening to the lens. A higher 

number means there’s a smaller hole letting light 

in, which results in more of the background be-

ing sharp and in focus. A smaller number is a 

larger opening, so background objects appear 

out of focus. 

Shutter Speed is how long the shutter remains 

open for, allowing more light in. Leaving it open 

for a longer time will show motion in a photo, 

while a short time will show a single moment. 

Learn the modes on your camera 

Even your most basic point and shoot will have 

at least: Manual mode where you can specify eve-

rything. 

Automatic mode where the camera will make a 

best guess. 

Programmed mode where certain characteris-

tics are pre-determined. 

Generally speaking, you’ll want to stay away 

from programmed mode and anything to do 

with adding effects to the photo – these can 

always be controlled better with manual mode, 

or applied afterwards. If you take a photo in 

black and white on compact camera you’re 

simply destroying data that you can never get 

back again. 

On a DSLR, you’ll find a few other modes, and 

it’s important you understand those too. These 

modes allow you to set a particular variable and 

let the camera work out the best values for the 

others. 

Av: Aperture Value. This is the most widely 

used mode for general shooting and gives you 

control over the Aperture. The camera will calcu-

late the best shutter speed and exposure to use. 

Tv: Time Value. This gives you control over the 

shutter speed, allowing you to capture either 

motion or a single moment. The camera will cal-

culate the best aperture and exposure values to 

use. 

These two modes are where you’ll spend most of 

your time if you’re a beginner to DSLR photog-

(Continued from page 26) 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Next Iceni Chapter Meeting - 5th November 2016 

Starts: 12:30 pm 

Location: Norwich Harley-Davidson, 120 Ber St, Norwich NR1 3ES, United King-

dom 

Description: Chapter Meeting  

raphy, like myself. 

Thanks for reading, and I hope these photog-

raphy tips help you in some way. as mentioned 

at the beginning of the article I don’t presume 

to be an expert in photography, so if you have 

any tips, advice or corrections you think may 

be useful please don't hesitate to share them 

with me and of course other members of the 

chapter.  

Incidentally any snaps you wish to add to the 

Iceni Chapter Flickr site send them to  

photographer@icenihog.com  

Cheers guys  

Mick the 

Photog. 

(Continued from page 27) 
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One.  Buy your tickets.  At just £25 per person for a 3 course dinner, live music and dancing 

this is a snip.  You can purchase your ticket in one of two ways: 

Go into Norwich Harley-Davidson and ask one of the lovely people in there and they will sell you 

a ticket or two. 

Contact Debbie Gerdes, who is the Chapter Activities officer. 07879453616. 

 

Two.  Buy some extra ones so you can bring your friends and family for a great night out. 

 

Three.  Decide if you want to stay overnight at the Burlington Palm Hotel, particularly if you do 

fancy a drink or two!  Or maybe you’d like to make a weekend of it by the sea. They are  offering 

a fantastic deal  of just £60 B&B for a double room for one night.  Amazing!  You do need to 

book this direct with the hotel  and make sure that you tell them that you are with Iceni Chapter.  

Their contact details are: 

Tel: 01493 844568 or 01493 857558 

Email: enquiries@burlington-hotel.co.uk 

 

Four.  Dust off your glad rags! 

 

Five.  If you are a vegetarian you’d better tell Debbie Gerdes ASAP please. 

 

The event is a strictly tickets only party that is open to members of the Iceni Chapter and any 

guests they chose to bring. 

 

Remember to check the chapter website for the most  

up to date information about events. 

 

www.icenihog.com 

Here’s what you must do now……. 

YOU WANT TO GO TO THE PARTY? 



120 Ber Street 

Norwich 

NR1 3ES 

01603 954806 

 

Dealer Principal Garry Knowles   07434 700779 

Director Jeff Bacon   07836 265854 

Assistant Director Phil Dingle    07711 458729 

Secretary/Membership Jo Bacon   07766 450626 

Treasurer Neil Searle-Jones    07807 668092 

Head Road Captain Jeff Bacon   07836 265854 

Photographer Mick Wilson     

Activities Debbie Gerdes   07870 453616 

Webmaster Craig Rouse     

Editor Debs Ansari    07886 494259 

Ladies of Harley Monica Bates     

Historian Stuart Jones     

Safety Officer Barbara Hutchins   

Sponsoring Dealer: 

NORWICH HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 

 

 

For more information about becoming a member of the Chapter speak to a member of 

staff in Norwich Harley Davidson. or 

Visit our website: 

i cenihog.com 

http://icenihog.com

