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On Friday 5 Au-
gust, it was with 
some trepida-
tion but great 
excitement that I 
said goodbye to 
Christine and 
headed for the 
Dunston Hall 

layby on the A140 to meet some of the other 
Chapter members who were to be my travelling 
companions for the coming five days on the Ice-
ni ride to Rudesheim in Germany. At 
6.00pm, with Gunther in the lead we set out on 
the first leg of the journey to catch the overnight 
ferry from Harwich to the Hook of Holland. We 
were joined by the rest of the party at Ipswich 
services and finally arrived at the port in good 
time for boarding at around 9.00pm. I had been 
warned about potential hazards involved in rid-
ing up the gangway but, fortunately, this was 
undertaken without mishap. Once all the bikes 

(and Debbie’s trike) had been secured we made 
our way to our respective cabins congregating 
later in the bar for refreshments, liquid and oth-
erwise. 

After a smooth crossing we arrived early at the 
Hook of Holland to begin our journey with a 
short ferry crossing to Rozenberg to avoid hav-
ing to ride through the centre of Rotterdam. It 
was some 290 miles to Rudesheim but the 
weather was good and with breakfast/lunch/fuel 
stops we reached our destination at 
around 5.00pm. Following another short ferry 
crossing, we arrived at our hotel where the park-
ing was accessed by way of an uphill cobbled 
street. After a welcome beer we made our way to 
our rooms meeting up later to go out for dinner 
and more liquid refreshment. 

The next day, we met up with members of the 
Wiesbaden Chapter for a full day ride out. (At 
this point I should say that whenever the bikes 
(and trike) were lined up outside the hotel they 
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always attracted a lot of interest from people 
passing by). Our German hosts took us through 
some really spectacular countryside and this in-
cluded some exciting riding around the very 
twisty roads up and down the mountainside. 
They looked after us extremely well having 
planned the day to include not only superb scen-
ery but also some interesting stops including a 
great lunch venue. They even held up the traffic 
at roundabouts and junctions to ensure that the 
group could keep together and not get split up. 
Fortunately, German drivers seem to be “bike 
friendly” and did not appear to protest when 
their journeys were interrupted, albeit temporari-
ly, in this way. That evening the group had plen-
ty to talk about over dinner and of course we 
had to continue our mission of quality testing 
German beers. 

On Monday after breakfast, we were joined once 
more by members of the Wiesbaden Chapter to 
be taken to their local Harley dealership with 
whom interestingly they have no formal connec-
tion like Iceni and Norwich HD. Many tee shirts 
and momentos were purchased. After lunch our 
ride back to the hotel took us through more in-
teresting countryside including some local vine-
yards (Wiesbaden is a well known wine produc-
ing area). In the evening taxis were arranged to 
take us to the Wiesbaden Chapter club house for 
a BBQ and beer and we were warmly welcomed 
by our hosts. What a fantastic place which inevi-
tably prompted the comment that it would be 

great if Iceni could have a similar facility, but I 
guess that it is just a dream. Certainly it takes 
considerable fundraising on the part of the Wies-
baden Chapter to keep their club going. After a 
lively evening all too soon it was time to bid 
farewell to our hosts but not before we were all 
given a Wiesbaden Chapter badge as a reminder 
of our visit. In return, Jeff presented them with 
an Iceni flag. 

On Tuesday the programme for the day was a 
boat trip on the Rhine. Once more we went 
through some stunning scenery enhanced by the 
fact that the bar was open from the start. After 
two hours, we disembarked at St Goar for lunch. 
Our stay was long enough for lunch and to have 
some time to explore the town before catching 
the boat again for the return trip. That evening 
we had dinner in the hotel after which there 
were further visits to local hostelries. 

Wednesday was a free day and part of the group 
went on a ride to the Koblenz dealership whilst 
others of us took the chair lift to the hills behind 
the hotel where there was a number of monu-
ments to be seen and we spent the remainder of 
the day at leisure wandering around Rudesheim. 
Dinner was arranged at a restaurant close to the 
hotel for what was sadly the final evening of the 
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trip, but we had much to celebrate. We did this 
in style and in fine voice and I am confident that 
we will not be soon forgotten and could easily 
become part of local folklore! During the day we 
had been joined by Kev P and Neil and their re-
spective wives who, like some other members of 
the group, were travelling on to other destina-
tions on Thursday . 

Thursday morning, having loaded up our bikes, 
those of us who were travelling home departed 
from the hotel immediately after breakfast for 
the long ride back to Norfolk. As we left Rudes-
heim the sun was shining but by the time we 
reached the Netherlands the weather had deteri-
orated and the rest of the journey was undertak-
en in heavy rain. Riding on the autobahn in 
these conditions was not a pleasant experience. 
Fortunately, this had been forecast and we had 
all taken the precaution of wearing our wet 
weather gear. Despite the rain, we reached the 
ferry in good time and, after another smooth 
crossing, arrived early in Harwich. The group 
travelled back to Norfolk together and I arrived 
home at around 10.30 eager to tell Christine 
about my adventure. 

Having given you a flavour of the trip, I should 
like to add my personal reflections on what had 
been both my first long ride on my Harley and 
my first experience of riding on the continent. 

I was most impressed with all the forethought 
and planning that obviously had been put into 
organising the trip. First and foremost special 
thanks go to Gunther for his brilliant leadership 
and for getting us all to Germany and back safe-
ly and without mishap. He was just great. 
Thanks also go to the other Chapter members 
on the trip who were so supportive of me and 
others of us with little or no previous experience 
of riding on the continent. Everyone was so pa-
tient and helpful giving us the benefit of their 
experience which was a major factor in making 
the trip so enjoyable. Oh, and by the way, we 
may well have found an anthem for the Chapter 
something to do with Alice I believe! 

To those Chapter members who might be appre-
hensive about joining a future group ride across 
the channel my advice is do not hesitate be-
cause if are inexperienced you will receive all 
the help and support you need. Certainly, I feel 
that I am a more confident rider as a result. 


