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Autumn 2017 

The Iceni Chapter AGM is coming up on December 2nd.  See page 3 

for full details .  There are vacant committee member positions. 

AGM 2017 

Autumn Travel Special 

You might be a biker if…… 

You carry a picture of your bike in your wallet 

This  edition is a travel special, from 

Spain, to Scotland, to  Antwerp , to 

Florida, to Italy! 

Page 2 - Directions.  Jeff’s regular update. 

Page 3 - AGM Notice 

Page 4 to 12 - Officer’s updates and infor-

mation 

Page 14 - Member’s photos of the summer 

Page 15 - Not going to Morocco 

Page 21 - Eurofestival the long way down 

Page 22 - A Trip to Italy 

Page 25 - Antwerp 

Page 26 - Leesburg Bikefest 

Page 28 - Winter Riding 
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Jeff Bacon 

Chapter Director 

Hi all, and welcome to our October edition of the Iceni magazine. 

On every level this year has been a great riding season for the chapter, as well as 

many individual members, who have travelled far and wide crossing continents…So 

with the year rapidly drawing to a close this edition of our magazine is deliberately 

concentrating on the many adventures and trips made by an increasing number of 

our members. I hope you enjoy reading the various travel articles and become in-

spired to expand your horizons, either as an individual or by signing up for some of 

the great road trips and adventures we are already planning for next year. 

With over 30 members already signed up for the 115th Prague trip in July we’re off 

to a good start…also on offer will be a number of two or three day weekend trips 

to various locations, a 10 to 14 day tour of France, the Wiesbaden German birthday 

bash and of course various rally trips such as:- The Cider Rally, Thunder in the Glen, 

Faaker See and the Euro Festival in St Tropez. For more details on any of the above 

plus much, much more don’t forget to keep checking our web site at 

www.Icenihog.com or contact Kevin Pennington our Head Road Captain. 

I must now give a special mention for one of our many social events, the end of 

season party… I would like to thank everyone who turned out and supported the 

party a few weeks ago at the Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club…it was really 

great event organised by our Activities Officer Debs Gerdes and held for the first 

time at a fabulous new venue. So more good news…based on the positive feedback 

I’ve received so far from the partygoers we will be returning next year. Thank you 

Debs a really great event. 

Turning to ‘official’ Chapter business you might have already heard there are some 

committee vacancies to be filled this year at the AGM in December. Standing down 

from the committee (in no particular order) will be our Editor - Debs Ansari, our 

Webmaster - Craig Rouse, our Photographer – Mick Wilson and our Activities 

Officer – Debbie Gerdes. So I hope you will join me in thanking all four of them, 

Deb’s, Craig, Mick and Debbie for their hard work and dedication to the Chapter 

over the last few years. The work they do is often unseen and I know from experi-

ence sometimes not fully publicly appreciated…so I want to say ‘THANK YOU’, 

thank you for everything you have done for us all, it truly is greatly appreciated. 

So how are we going to fill these positions…well great news we already have a new 

web master as our current Safety Officer Kevin Dewane has agreed to a sideways 

move to deploy his vast IT knowledge and skills on managing our web site…this 

does mean we still have four committee vacancies, Editor, Photographer, Activities 

Officer and now Safety Officer. 

If you’re interested in applying for any of these positions please take a look at the 

‘job outlines’ I have published on the club website at www.icenihog.com. As you 

will see some of the positions are rather specialised where either IT skills or a crea-

tive flair is an absolute ‘must have’ requirement. If you think one of these roles is 

for you or if you just want to find out more and have a chat about a role then 

please give either Garry or myself a ring. 

On an administrative front should we get 

more than one suitable application for any 

of the roles then an election will be organ-

ised at the AGM in December.  

Finally as you would expect all our riding 

and event communications will continue to 

reach you in the usual way using our calen-

dar on www.icenihog.com, email bulletins 

and of course the much loved text’s direct-

ly to your mobile. 

I look forward to seeing you at our next 

meeting. 

Ride Safe 

Directions! 



Iceni Chapter UK No. 7822 

 

 Page 3 

Garry Knowles, Iceni Chapter Dealer Principal 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 2nd December 2017 

at 12.00pm at Harley Davidson, 120 Ber Street, Norwich. 

Committee and Chapter Officer Elections 

As of the start time of the meeting all members of the committee stand down from the posi-

tion that they hold. The Dealer Principle will then address the club meeting and will end the 

address by introducing the Chapter Director. 

All incumbent members of the committee that wish to be re-elected (and are unopposed) 

will be introduced to the members at the meeting and a show of hands as a vote of support. 

Any full chapter member that wishes to be considered for a position on the committee 

needs to get a full member to propose them for that position and another to second that 

proposal. If more than one seeks election to a position then a vote will take place. 

The following positions are advertised as vacant: Editor, Activities, Photographer and Safety 

Officer. 

Most positions within the club require that the DP agrees with the choice (before the vote) 

therefore if you wish to be considered you must let the dealer principle know no later than 

Saturday 4th November. This will give us time to sort things out and notify all members 14 

days before the AGM. 

Members will be notified, by email, of the people who are standing for committee positions, 

14 days prior to the AGM. 

Appointment of all Officers is at the discretion of the Sponsoring Dealer. 
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Debs Ansari 

Editor 

Editor’s Ramblings……. 

Well I did ask that you help me to make my last magazine a bumper edition.  It 

seems that my wish is your command, because you will see that there are many 

stories, articles and phots from you, the members. 

It’s true, I am standing down from my position as Iceni Chapter Editor.  Why?  

When I moved to Norfolk in February 2011, I had been the Plymouth Chapter Edi-

tor and it was only a matter of days before I had agreed to take on the role for the 

Iceni Chapter.  So, doing the maths that it rather a lot of years editing the Chapter 

magazine and sending out regular eNews.  Whilst I have loved doing this I feel it is 

time to take a break and let someone new, with fresh ideas take the reins.  Whoev-

er takes on this role will have my full support (and advice if they need it). 

In this edition then, there are a number of stories and articles to inspire you to 

“just get on your bike and ride”.  There are an impressive number of miles being 

ridden by chapter members in sun, wind and rain in the Uk and abroad.  Don’t for-

get to get your mileage readings into Jo or Garry for the Mileage Challenge. 

If you are inspired to take a long ride then Dorian has provided information on 

page 28 about the trip he is organising to Eurofestival 2018. 

The end of season party was awesome, with everyone dancing, eating and thor-

oughly enjoying themselves.  See page 31 for a few of the photos, but there are a 

lot more on the website. 

So, there we are.  Enjoy the magazine. Signing off! 

Ride safe and enjoy 

Debs 

Email   editor@icenihog.com 

Don’t forget there is a Chapter 

Christmas Dinner 9th Decem-

ber, 7pm.  It's an Iceni favour-

ite at the Clock Tower in Nor-

wich, all you can eat Christ-

mas Carvery for £16.99 per 

head. To reserve your place 

it's £5 per head deposit to 

Debbie Gerdes by 30th No-

vember. 

For more information contact 

Debbie on 07879453616 or 

gdgerdes@tesco.net. 

What next? 

A few people have asked me what I’m going 

to do with all my spare time!! 

 

Got a story to tell? 

Email all your stories and photos to The Edi-

tor, not to me :-) at  

editor@icenihog.com 
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Hi All, 

Last few words of the year from your Secretary… 

Our membership is still steadily growing and now stands at 101 members regis-

tered with HOG for the Iceni chapter.  I am sure you would be happy to join me 

in welcoming all of our new members and I am sure we will make them all feel 

very welcome at future events and ride-outs.    

On an administrative note,  we will be collecting your end mileage for the chap-

ter challenge on two events,  The Harleyween Barbeque on the 28th October 

and the November chapter meeting on the 4th November.  If you don’t ride your 

bike to either of these events, then please bring a photo of your odometer so we 

can include the miles you have ridden in our annual return.   

The dealership are able to include all members currently on their database, so 

please bring your reading even if you don’t think you have entered previously as 

we may be able to include your miles in the total.  Last year we managed a great 

total with only around 50% of members included, this year we hope to do much 

better, so even if your total is less than you would like, please include the figure 

as ‘every little helps!’. 

And finally, make sure if you change communication details that you get them to 

me so we can keep you up to date on all that is happening. 

Safe riding and see you on the road, 

Cheers 

Jo Bacon 

Membership/Secretary 

 

Jo Bacon 
Membership/Secretary 

Welcome to the following new 

members 

 Dave Fish 

 Dave Greenwood 

 Paul Macdonald 

 David Newland 

 Jamie Smith 

 Adrian Vincent 

and two rejoining members 

 David Fish  

 Amanda Leeming 

 

Glad you all decided to join us… 

Membership Matters 
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Kev Pennington 
Head Road Captain 

Let’s Ride 2017! 

So the 2017 riding season has now drawn to a close 

(apart from a few m8’s rides for those hardy-souls rid-

ing all year round)! 

I have posted the Draft 2018 riding Calendar on the dealership 

noticeboard for your perusal & comments, and the road crew 

hope to confirm & add-in more local rides at our next Chapter 

meeting on 4th November 2017. 

Just a reminder that there are the two main UK Motorcycle 

events held during the winter months. The first is ‘Motorcycle 

Live’ which is held at the NEC Birmingham 18 – 26 November 

2017, Harley Davidson usually have a large stand and if you 

‘flash’ your HOG card, they will sometimes get you a coffee! 

Then there is the smaller ‘Carole Nash MCN Show’ at the EX-

CEL 16 – 18 February 2018 which is also usually a good day 

out. 

So next year’s riding Calendar starts again in March 2018, but 

hopefully I’ll see you at one of our social events or at the deal-

ership long before then! 

In the meantime, one more final thank-you from me to all the 

road crew supporting the riding season this year, and I look 

forward to seeing you all on the road again soon. 

KevP – Head Road Captain 

07764-234831 

Iceniors 

A very popular weekly Wednesday ride, led and or-

ganised by Neil. 

Usually meeting at the Dealership at 10.30am.  But 

always check the website calendar just to be sure. 



Iceni Chapter UK No. 7822 

 

 Page 7 

Phil Dingle 
Assistant Director 

Iceni Charities 2017 

A great thanks to everybody who helps with the fund-

raising especially the BBQ’s which are our main source 

of charity income as the dealership pays for the food & 

all the money collected goes to our charity account.   

Well, you’ll be pleased to know that after several false starts  

we managed in the end to present the cheque to the air am-

bulance on 11th October.  Had a grand turnout of 19 bikes and 

the weather held long enough for us to ride to Cromer after-

wards. T hey were very appreciative of our donation which will 

give them four hours flying time  

We are now looking at next year’s charity events, if any-

body has any ideas how we can raise more money all sug-

gestions greatly appreciated    

This is also the time of year we consider 

what charities we would like to sup-

port  we have supported the EAAA & sun-

beams for several years now and are quite 

happy to continue this arrangement  

If anybody has any other ideas we would 

be pleased to hear from them  

All help greatly appreciated , 

Phil MrD  

 

Contact me for more information  

Assistant.director@icenihog.com 
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With is high proportion of Lady Members, of which many are Harley Riders, 

the Iceni Chapter enjoys an enthusiastic, supportive and mixed range of ac-

tivities both in and out of the saddle. 

Having been involved from the start of the Iceni Chapter it was great leading 

the Iceni’s inaugural ladies ride, back in 2009.  On that occasion, we boasted 

nine lady riders and two lady pillions.  Our destination was Wyken Vineyard, 

Suffolk where we enjoyed lots of attention on arrival, a rather civilised, deli-

cious lunch and the chance to take a garden tour and spend time in the gift 

shop. 

Since that initial lady led ride the Iceni chapter has provided training for four 

female Road Captains resulting in many LOH led ride-outs and frequent LOH 

road crew involvement in our Chapter rides, all very pleasing!  

Nowadays we rarely ride out as a just female group, there are generally at 

least a couple of chaps who decide to join us.  Our LOH rides are open to all 

Chapter members, it’s all about the ride, right?  However, the routes, desti-

nations and venues are carefully considered to offer diversity and appeal to 

as many members as possible, resulting in a varied mix of folk participating. 

Our LOH rides were kicked off this year by Gill, who had attended her Road 

Captain training at Harley Davidson Headquarters in Oxford, last October.  

She was keen to put her newfound training into practice and succeeded 

admirably with a trip to Snape Maltings, Suffolk, an Arts complex on the 

banks of the River Alde, Snape.  Iceni members were spoilt for choice by the 

array of boutique shops, art galleries and cafes.  

The following month Debs led a Friday night ride 

to a traditional venue – fish and chips in Shering-

ham.  This Norfolk coastal town has grown up 

around an old fishing village, where a few fishing 

boats still bring in their daily catch.  Sheringham 

readily welcomes Harley Riders and has been the 

destination for the East of England HOG Rally 

participants to venture for several years now, 

providing park up facilities for as many as three 

hundred bikes on the main Saturday ride out. 

The feedback from a questionnaire distributed to 

all Iceni members identified several members 

were interested in more Saturday rides, follow-

ing on from our monthly Chapter meet. I took 

advantage of our July gathering by arranging a 

ride and revisiting Wyken Vineyard, eight years 

since that inaugural LOH ride!  The seven acre 

vineyard also hosts a flock of Shetland sheep and 

a small herd of Red Poll cattle. The restaurant 

was sublime, resulting in just as pleasant and 

satisfying a destination as previously encoun-

tered and a new venue for some of our more 

recent Chapter members. 

Barbara’s trip to Sandringham, Norfolk, in July, 

coincided with Jo’s birthday (our Chapter secre-

tary) and culminated with a picnic in the beauti-

ful gardens of this historic sixty acre Royal estate. 

This ride out was carried out last year and looks 

like becoming an annual event, the picnic is an 

alternative focus and ensures all members tastes 

Betty St Quintin 
Ladies of Harley 

Ladies of Harley 
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are satisfied alongside offering the opportunity to experi-

ence the stunningly well maintained and relaxing gardens. 

Several members of our Chapter attended the ‘Thunder in 

the Glens’ Rally this year with four of our LOH joining oth-

er Chapter members from all over the UK and some Euro-

pean Chapters for the LOH Afternoon Tea event, a great 

opportunity to get to meet new folks and swap ideas, fan-

tastic! 

As we enter the last few months of this year’s riding activ-

ities it’s time to look forward to the National LOH meeting 

in early November at the Harley Davidson Oxford HQ.  The 

event will provide another opportunity to meet up with 

other LOH Chapter members, can’t wait! Within the Iceni Chapter we are already planning for an exciting and active calendar of 

rides for 2018, including a twenty plus group heading to Prague. The Iceni Chapter and LOH members will also make sure there 

are plenty of social events and parties throughout Winter months….!   

I look forward to seeing you ‘On the road’…. Keep the shiny side up! 

 

B e t t y  S t  Q   

L a d i e s  o f  H a r l e y  O f f i c e r  

0 7 9 7 7  2 2 9 3 8 6  

l a d i e s o f h a r l e y @ i c e n i h o g . c o m  
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Craig Rouse 
Webmaster 

Webcrawler 

Webmaster here! 

Well doesn’t time fly!  It only seems like yesterday that I took over the 

role of Webmaster for the Iceni Chapter; where have those two years 

gone? 

This will be my last article for the Newsletter as I am standing down at 

this years AGM. 

In that time we have released the new website, and provided access to, 

but not quite, the whole membership.  At the moment there are 90 

members with access, or who have recently applied for access, out of a 

membership of circa 100. 

You have been generous enough to provide me with your travel arti-

cles; sharing your experience of rides near and far. 

All that remains is for me to say thank you, it has been a privilege to 

serve the Chapter and its membership.  I hope you will give my succes-

sor just as much support as you have given me. 

Thank you and ride safe. 

Spiderman. 

webmaster@icenihog.com 

www.icenihog.com 

Do you know about Harley Assist? 

At the recent chapter meeting we had a query on breakdown recovery, for clarity HOG Assist no 

longer exists, there are however two options to gain cover via H-D: 

Option One - Harley Insurance: 

Harley|Rider Insurance INCLUDES Pan-European Roadside Recovery as well as Agreed Value and 

£1250 Rider Gear Cover. Customers with an H-D Insurance policy should not need to purchase additional breakdown cover. For H-D 

Insurance enquiries and/or a quote, customers can call:  

UK – 0800 9776878 Or go on-line: http://www.harley-davidson.com/content/h-d/en_GB/home/owners/finance/insurance-

services.html As a reminder – H.O.G. members are entitled to a 5% discount.  

Option Two – As a stand-alone product: 

Harley Assist cover can now be purchased on-line: https://www.harley-assist.com/gb/en/ You can find all relevant information re-

lating to this product on the website.  

Key differences to the old HOGAssist are: 

1 – The policy covers the motorcycle, not the rider (making it transferable upon resale) 

2 – In the event of a breakdown when abroad the customer can choose whether to have the bike fixed away from home and 

brought back once repaired or, have it recovered back to their local dealership and repaired closer to home at no cost to the cus-

tomer 

Harley Assist - In the event of a breakdown customers should call the number listed for the country they reside in: UK - 0800 

777127 / +44 (0)20 8603 9427  
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NORWICH HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 

Garry Knowles 
Dealer Principal 

Hi All,  

So much to catch up so I’ll try and keep it brief! – As you may know I recently attended 

the Worldwide Dealer Meeting in Los Angeles.  I’ve been lucky enough to attend many 

of these meetings in many states over the years, and I have to say, this, the 115th an-

niversary launch was the biggest and most complicated meeting I have ever been to, 

including the 100th anniversary meeting way back in 2003.  It usually takes around a 

day and a half to tale the show in (of course if any of my guys ask its hard work J) But 

this year was special, even with all our experience (Mike from Reading, Toby from 

Guildford and Me) we did need the full two and a half days, and even then we did not 

get around to the licensees (Dealer T-Shirts etc). This meeting was awesome! Why?... 

Well first up there were Eight brand new Softails to take in.  New frame, USB charger, 

flat bema lighting, 107cu or 114cu options, two part clutch cable, easy access for belt 

changes, way less weight and much improved ground clearance and handling.  Then 

there were some fantastic Touring specials with blacked out engines and gear, extend-

ed panniers and some great new paint.  Add to that the new Sportster 1200C in 

blacked out coolness, plus many new colours including not one but two options for the 

115th Paint, Matt or Gloss.  Then onto CVO’s which now sport some excellent high-

lights plus so much more…. 

By day three we manged to move onto the new Parts, Accessories and Merchandise, 

again so much to see.  New 115th clothing looks great and there are so many choices 

from top of the range leather to a pack of 115th items (Pin, Bandana and Cap)  The 

new Garage range offers some cool items for our customers that like minimal 

looks (and are a tad thinner than me!) whilst the new 1903 collection offers 

great value with no fewer than 23 new additions to the range.  And there is 

always the Genuine collection which features traditional looks, and if that’s not 

all, the CE Approved riding gear range has got bigger and now offers some really 

great looking jackets, gloves and helmets 

The new accessories for 2018 will have you taking a second look,  The Brass 

Collection is exactly what it says it is, this is a full range of solid brass accessories 

for your ride, and, they look awesome. The quick detachable gear has been up-

dated for Softails, with the New Holdfast System you can now choose between 

sissy bars, rack, top box, saddle bags and lots of other items, all fixed to the 

same bobbins on the fender strut. One item I really like is the Bluetooth addi-

tional sender/receiver for Rushmore Tourers, this promises to enable full access 

to the Boombox, pillion and rider to rider communications, we will be fitting 

one to Jeff’s bike so we can test it fully so more news when we have it, this 

should be a fantastic additional channel for communications on ride-out’s. Then 

there are additions to lots of current accessory ranges and many, many more 

items, way too many to list so pop in and have a chat to Emily and Sean. 

We had a great Joint Chapter Ride-Out, the turnout was excellent, especially 

given the poor weather at Newmarket, by the time we got to Mr D’s the FXRG’s 

were rapidly being taken off due to brilliant sunshine, great ride, thanks to all 

who attended and to Gunther for arranging and Mugsy from the Fenlanders for 

covering the rear. Have to day Arbuckles do excellent burgers! 

www.norwichharley.co.uk 
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Coming up we have Harleyween at the dealership, Fancy Dress is a must and you may win a prize, the chapter will be have a BBQ in 

aid of the charity funds, so buy lots of burgers and bangers! And I know that Andy. Emily and Sean are sorting some great offers in 

Parts and Clothing and Keith is planning on clearing the last few 2017 bikes we have, so if you are a bargain hunter, don’t miss out, 

it’s on Saturday 28th October from 11am 

At our October chapter meeting a query was raised as to what breakdown recovery is available (HOG Assistance is now finished) 

Harley Assist is now a much improved replacement and you will find a brief explanation of cover elsewhere in this newsletter, well 

worth a read (Included with H-D Insurance or you can purchase as a stand-alone product) Once you have read the article, if you 

have any queries please do not hesitate to call me. 

As this will be the final newsletter of the year I’d like to take the opportunity to thank everyone on the Committee for all their hard 

work and dedication over the last year, the chapter has had a very busy year with some fantastic rides and events, none of which 

would happen without these guys, from a personal point of view I have served on many HOG committees and you guys are very 

organised and passionate about what you do to support your chapter, I really appreciate what you do and as a shop you can and 

always will be able to count on our support, thank you! 

Finally, as always, if I can do anything to make 

your Chapter or Dealership experience better, 

don’t hesitate to call or better still see me at the 

shop, on rides or at events, see you all out there! 

Ride Safe, Garry 

07434 700779 
 garry@newmarketharley.co.uk  

mailto:garry@newmarketharley.co.uk
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At the Dealership 
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Summer time 

 



Iceni Chapter UK No. 7822 

 

 Page 15 

A bumpy crossing from Portsmouth to Bilbao 
left three of our bikes with flat batteries despite 
leaving our key fobs with the bikes overnight.  
Anyway, a jump start from the ship’s crew and 
we were soon on the move. 

Riding South from Bilbao we arrived at the out-
skirts of the walled city of Burgos at rush hour.  Navigation became 
tricky, sat navs confused and the buddy system failed.   

We found ourselves wrestling with cobbled streets, gradients and 
impossible hair-pin turns only to arrive in the centre of a busy pedes-
trian area – two bikes lost! 

Nevertheless we found our hotel just yards away and very quickly 
devoured a long awaited cold beer. 

 

Supper ensued on an outdoor terrace in full view of Burgos’s stunning 
floodlit cathedral.  Wonderful Spain! 

By taking a route to the west of Madrid we man-
aged to circumvent the dreary Madrid Basin and 
maintain a leisurely scenic ride over the Sierra 
de Guadarrama arriving in Toledo without any 
problems.  We enjoyed a fabulous ride through 
the Spanish countryside, with enough twists and 

turns to keep the MotoGP enthusiasts amongst us happy.   

The masterclass for navigating hotel underground parking started in 
Burgos and Toledo was no exception.  There is a bit of a theme devel-
oping here, talk about riding skills! 

  

The mandatory dismount, beer and a quick change, we took a taxi ride 
into the fortress city.  Wow, and what a magnificent city it is too!  
Thank goodness, we had the sense to book a hotel outside the city 
walls – those cobbled streets and inclines were enough to turn you to 
drink – and surprisingly that is exactly what we did, along with great 
food at Cerveceria El Trebol. 

 

 
 

2,500 miles of great riding, eating and drinking with like-minded friends from the ICENI Chapter. 

The following provides a pocket guide to the highlights, challenges and low points of a truly spectacular tour which took us South via 
Eastern Spain then heading West to the Algarve before turning North through Portugal and onto the Picos National Park. 

All destinations were pre-planned with at least 2/3 routes to adopt depending on weather, inclination and majority preference.  We 
had a lot of ground to cover but the sense of adventure had to prevail and it did. 

The superb weather combined with the freedom to roam was icing on the cake. 

The Not Going to Morocco Tour 2017 

An account by Jenny Caswell 

Day 1:  120 miles 

Burgos 

(Castilla y Leon 
Region, Spain) 

Day 2: 260 miles 

Toledo 

(Castilla y Leon 
Region, Spain) 
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Always going to be a long day, the route was 
breath-taking.  Excellent road surfaces, high sier-
ras and virtually void of traffic. 

After a quick lunch of another ham and cheese 
baguette on fried tomatoes we rode into Cordoba 
city, yep you guessed it, rush hour again!  Fortu-
nately the sat navs played the game and despite a 

couple of tricky manoeuvres on cobbled streets we found our hotel 
and subterranean car park without problem.   

Stands down and beers at the ready we were now set for our first two-
night stay of the tour, time to really let our hair down – and with no 
riding the next day we did, Cheers! 

The following day was a slow start – bleary eyed and a fat breakfast 
later we strolled through the traditional Andalusian streets of Cordoba 
to tour the Mesquita (that’s the Mosque-Cathedral) which is a World 
Heritage site.   

We were genuinely blown away by the history, architectural intricacies 
and enormity of this truly fabulous edifice.   A worthy contender for 
any bucket list.   

 

The pictures of the Mesquita really do not do it justice! 

A brisk walk along the river bank and battlements before heading back 
to the ‘cultural’ part of the city for a ‘Menu del Dia’ lunch - 3 courses 
including beer, bread and coffee for just 10€.  Geoff Dow paid the local 
patron the biggest compliment by eating him out of bread supplies 
and drinking all the beer - he now has a friend for life and VIP status on 
TripAdvisor –that’s what we call Anglo-Espanyol relations with no 
mention of Brexit! 

 

The evening was a more sedate affair to that of the previous evening 

given the ride next day. 

We treated ourselves to a Flamenco show with dinner – the dinner 
was completely unforgettable but the Flamenco was something to be 
admired.  Well actually being the experts that we are we thought the 
woman was poor – a bit harsh – however her partner, a young portly 
gentleman, said to be a regional Flamenco champion, was quite some-
thing and by the time he had finished his dance he was standing in a 
puddle of his own making. 

Heading East via Jaen we traversed the Sierra 
Magina with more stunning mountainous views 
and very windy roads, taking us towards our next 
destination, Granada for another two-night stay. 

 

Riding across the Sierra was thrilling – lots and lots of (Ferkin!) wiggly 
roads and tight bends, great riding territory.  As if that wasn’t enough 
to contend with the road went on for about three hours without the 
possibility of a safe place to stop not to mention the risk of deer or 
wild lynx running out into the road!  That said challenging as the ride 
was, we wouldn’t have missed it for the World – a spectacular ride. 

 

Towards the end of the day on the approaches to Granada the sat navs 
yet again came into their own then got confused and so did we trying 
to find the elusive hotel.  Of course, we eventually found it (and the 
elevator parking system) but the ‘buddy system’ failed once more with 

Days 3-4: 225 
miles 

Cordoba
(Andalucian 
egion, Spain) 

Day 5-6: 150 
miles 

Granada
(Andalucian 
Region, Spain) 
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one bike lost (where did the term ‘Buddy’ come from?)   

Following beers and supper by the cathedral a tiring day saw us in bed 
at a reasonable hour in preparation for next day’s tour of the Alham-
bra Palace. 

 

Master tour guide, Kev who knows these things, got us off to a crack-
ing start with the free inclusive tour of the coach and car parks but we 
were soon back on track within the walls of the Alhambra gardens and 
Palaces.  Fabulous!  A must see/do experience.   

Having walked up a hunger and thirst we stopped off at the nearest 
restaurant for another ‘menu del dia’.  Mmmmn could have been Mo-
rocco after all, especially with the non-alcoholic beer – needless to say 
we didn’t stay long!   

 

That evening, we watched the sun setting over the Alhambra from a 
hilltop vista followed by an authentic paella in the bohemian old town 
– perfect end to the day! 

Stands up to another beautiful sunny day and the 
shortish ride to our next destination Seville. 

The view of Seville as we approached was simply 
stunning.   The city traffic demanded concentra-
tion with eyes in the back of your head a distinct 
advantage.   Still having gone through some pink 

lights and managing to keep the group together we arrived at our ho-
tel which was down an opposing one-way cobbled street, at the height 
of rush hour – mmmn there could be a running theme here but by 
now ‘bring it on’!   

Rosie Whisson our traffic manager sprang to the rescue.   No Sevillan 
citizen was going to argue as she jumped off the bike and stood in the 
centre of the road marshalling the traffic to let our bikes through – 
estupendo! 

 

That evening we ambled along leafy avenues displaying some of the 
city’s fine sights, in particular an Exhibition Centre which looked more 
like a huge palace overlooking a Venetian canal.  We also had a very 
memorable evening meal – not ham and cheese – but more nouvelle 
cuisine tapas if there is such a thing and very tasty indeed.  

Now we knew today was going to be an inter-
esting ride because when plotting the various 
routes, the planning tools kept having a fit con-
stantly trying to divert us away from where we 
wanted to go. 

Once West out of Seville and into Portugal we 
attempted to follow the coastal route along the 

Algarve to our destination.  As we crossed the border into Portugal the 
roads deteriorated and the countryside was parched.  One of team 
even saw a herd of cows sharing a blade of grass!   

The route (125) was anything but coastal.  A mish mash of villages and 
roundabouts, more roundabouts and pedestrian crossings!  The traffic 
appeared erratic and pedestrians more so as they stepped onto the 
crossings without so much as a look.  Not pleasant riding at all! 

The upside was arriving at our hotel on the marina in Portimão we 
couldn’t have been happier. The garden setting was an oasis of calm 
and tranquillity.  Lunch at the pool bar then washed, changed and 
ready for our exercise along the promenade. 

 

In contrast to the Marina/Hotel, the resort was a desolate place - 
shame.  We watched the sun set and called it a day in preparation for 
our long ride to Lisbon next day. 

Day 7: 200 miles 

Seville 
(Andalucian 
Region, Spain) 

Day 8: 200 miles 

Portimão   

(The Algarve, 
Portugal) 
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With a very easy exit from Portimão we headed 
north through heavily wooded country (Serra de 
Monchique), then West over the top via Serra de 
Grandola towards Lisbon. 

Finding somewhere to stop for refreshment was 
tricky and we settled for a remote house/gas sta-

tion in the middle of nowhere.  Utilising our one and only word in Por-
tuguese “obrigado” we somehow managed to order milky coffees 
accompanied by packets of nuts and Twix bars- breakfast done. 

 

Approaching Lisbon on the A2/IP-7, we crossed the 25th April Bridge 
(modelled on the Golden Gate in San Francisco).   Awesome, the 
bridge and the views of the sprawling city of Lisboa were sights to 
behold – but not if you suffer from vertigo! 

Locating the hotel was easy and before long we grabbed a minibus and 
headed for the Alcantara/Docas (Dock & Marina) region of the city 
which houses a promenade of beer houses and mainly seafood restau-
rants.  Pre-dinner cocktails done, we had a civilised seafood meal over-
looking the Bridge (inside because the noise generated from the 
bridge was incessant). 

Next day we took to the city tour bus and away we went…  After learn-
ing a little about the local culture, trams and history we hopped off in 
the district of Belem to sample the Pasteis de Belem (custard tart to 
us!) with a coffee and local port to wash it down – all before 11 am! 

 

We then hopped back on our bus which meandered along the edge of 
the River Tagus before leaving it at the Basilica da Estrela for a short 
walk to lunch.    

 

We traced the steps of Rick Stein’s long weekend to the Time Out Mar-
ket – Mercado da Ribeira.  Primarily this is an up market food hall 
offering a variety of culinary delights and drinks from Asian fusion to 
local Portuguese seafood provided by local celebrity chefs.  We each 
chose to sample something different all washed down with endless 
bottles of the local Douro red wine – and before long we had no idea 
who we were! 

 

Having partied the afternoon away and being asked to leave our next 
misguided notion was to visit the local Harley dealership.  Bundling the 
girls into a taxi on their own (ooh dangerous!) the boys unfortunately 
got left behind. 

The girls, I did say it was dangerous, found the dealership no problem 
and having bounced off a couple of showroom bikes amazingly man-
aged to make a few purchases.  Unfortunately, it was a bit of a blur 
with all purchases being of an extra-large size – well they did say size 
matters!  Was the wine spiked?!  

 

At this stage of the tour it was all about heading 
North and covering the mileage to Salamanca 
as quickly as possible.  Our ride through North-
ern Portugal was uneventful but no sooner had 
we crossed the border into Spain and we were 
presented with better road conditions and 
more fortress towns. 

Following an unscheduled tour of a local industrial estate (interesting) 
we arrived at Salamanca in good time.   Access to our hotel on the 
periphery of the old town was easy avoiding the need to negotiate 
narrow cobbled streets and one-way systems within the old town it-
self. 

Days 9-10: 200 
miles 

Lisbon 
(Portugal)  

Day 11: 300 
miles 

Salamanca 
(Castilla y Leon 
Region, Spain) 
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A short stroll over the river bridge and we entered the magical world 
of Salamanca and Plaza Mayor.  The place was heaving with tourists 
and even grabbing a quick beer was challenging.  “Go somewhere else 
if you don’t like waiting”, said the waiter, so we did.  After taking in the 
breath-taking architecture, historical sights and sunset we made our 
way back to a recommended local restaurant near to the hotel.   

What a result – run by Patron Jeronimo (no relation to Hiawatha) and 
his sons – we experienced true Castilon cuisine coupled with Spanish 
banter, a fine end to a fine day. 

 

 

Goodbye Jeff and Jo, hello Neil and Dee. 

Next day we proceeded North via the A625 into 
the Mountains of the Picos de Europa and 
Riano – thermals at the ready!!! 

The riding was spectacular, sweeping left then 
right hand turns against a fabulous mountain-
ous backdrop – truly breath- taking!   

 

Before arriving at our hotel in Boca (actually hostel) we had lunch in 
the new town of Riano which is mid-way along the famous Picos de 
Europa loop. 

 

The hotel was on the main A621 Picos road, but very little traffic 
passed us by so by no means a problem.  Although basic the hotel 
provided excellent value for money with comfortable rooms, good 
beer, restaurant and very hospitable hosts – we couldn’t have asked 
for more.    

After a simple and whole-some breakfast 
(crunchy toast - new teeth required please) we 
waited a little for the mountain mist to clear 
before heading off into the rising sun, deeper 
into the Picos National Park and north-east, cross
-country (282/182) towards our final destination. 

 

The vistas were endless…  We found a small remote cerveceria run by 
a man and wife team who kindly rustled up some home-cooked cui-
sine.  Content, we continued with the remainder of our journey, soak-
ing up the scenery before arriving in the seaside resort of Castro-
Urdiales. 

Stands down, a beer or two, followed by exercise along the prome-
nade taking in the sun and sea air.  The people watching was good so 
we continued to do just that whilst making 3 bottles of Crianza disap-
pear. 

 

Day 12: 220 miles 

Boca de Huergano  

(Picos National 
Park, Spain) 

Day 13: 155 
miles 

Castro-Urdiales 
(Bilbao  Region 
Spain) 
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Dinner was at the hotel and whilst the food was fine the service could 
be likened to that of Fawlty Towers!  This ensured there was no after 
dinner loitering… 

Stands up early we thought it best to skip breakfast 
with Basil and took the short 25-minute ride to 
Bilbao to catch our ferry. 

Bikes secured and in travel mode we then tucked 
into a civilised Franglais full breakfast.  Stuffed…… 
we reclined to our cabins. 

Arriving the next day at Portsmouth refreshed from a good night’s 
sleep we took on the challenge of the laborious route home recounting 
wonderful memories of diverse, challenging and enjoyable riding, awe 
inspiring scenery, fabulous cities, towns, culinary experiences and most 
of all great comradery!  A fantastic finale to the riding season. 

 

A huge thanks to my fellow travellers: Eddie Freeman, Bob and Rosie 
Whisson, Kev Dewane, Jeff and Jo Bacon, Barbara Hutchins, Geoff Dow, 
Neil and Dee Searle-Jones. 

Should you be inspired and wish to obtain hotel or route details please 
speak to Eddie Freeman or email him at:  fast.ed@btinternet.com 

Day 14: 15 
miles 

To the Port 
(Bilbao, Spain) 

If there are any (non-incriminating) lessons from this tour that 
we can share they would be: 

1. Put your bike into travel mode.  Do not rely on the fob 
alone. 

2. Carry a spare bike fob/battery (we did need a battery 
on this journey which thankfully we had). 

3. Hotels in some locations are better suited to the out-
skirts however once in a City hotel everything is imme-
diately within reach on foot. 

4. Plan your routes and have contingencies in the event of 
bad weather or emergency.  We had several route op-
tions for most destinations which worked a treat. 

5. If you prefer to book hotels with parking try to estab-
lish the fee arrangements in advance.  We pretty much 
paid for bays rather than per bike which was naturally 
cheaper. 

6. Don’t be afraid.  The trepidation and fear of the un-
known is all part of the adventure.  The primary objec-
tive being to arrive home in one piece with lasting 
memories and depleted adrenaline. 

mailto:fast.ed@btinternet.com
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Having spent a lot of time riding motorways in 2016 I 

decided that on my trip from Calais down to the Eu-

rofestival in Grimaud this year I would avoid them com-

pletely and take in some scenery. 

The first day took me from Norwich down to the Eurotunnel 

and on to Amiens and on the second day I had a fairly short ride 

to a place South East of Paris to visit a retired work colleague 

who now lives in an old farmhouse he has refurbished.  

The scenery in Northern France is fairly mundane, mostly ara-

ble farmland but still a relaxed ride. The “N” roads are all very 

good but a couple of the “D” roads turned out to be muddy 

tracks so I will make more use of Google street view in the fu-

ture. 

The third day I followed the river Loire down to the Rhone Alps 

and into Aubenas which was a much more scenic ride. I wanted 

to re-visit the Ardeche area where I had done some white wa-

ter canoeing on a school trip with my children many years ago.  

The following day did not disappoint , it was warm and sunny 

and I had plenty of time to make stops for photos and take in 

the beauty of the Ardeche Gorge and villages along the way 

finally arriving at Avignon and spending a few hours looking 

around that picturesque city.  

The next day I had another short ride down to Grimaud along 

winding roads and on to the Eurocamp where I would spend 

the next four days visiting the Eurofestival. 

I had spent five days on a journey that I could have made in two 

if I had taken the Motorways but despite the frequent slowing 

down to 30Kph through villages and towns the ride had been 

much more enjoyable and relaxed and I had visited old friends 

and revived good memories. 

Eurofestival 2017 - The Long Way Down 

By Mike Watling 

Colin and I after the Parade 

Route Napolean 



Iceni Chapter UK No. 7822 

 

 Page 22 

It’s surprising how quiet Norwich is at 12.30 in the morn-

ing and how lovely the roads are without traffic, but a 50

-mile diversion on the A11 quickly shattered that bubble. 

For those travelling across the channel we would highly 

recommend Le Shuttle – quick and easy, no fuss, no nasty 

straps across the bike.  

Once at Calais we head along the A40 through Belgium to 

the German border for our first overnight stop in Aachen. 

After a very restful and much needed night’s sleep with 

our beloved bike safely tucked away in the underground 

garage the adventure really began.  

First stop of the day had to be the Nurburgring 

Nordschleife to put in a 

super speedy lap of the 

famous ring - well, as 

speedy as a fully load-

ed Ultra with pillion 

will allow anyway.  

 Then, inspired by 

an article in a re-

cent HOG maga-

zine, off to the 

little town of 

Speyer, home to 

an amazing Muse-

um of Technology which wows visitors with a Boeing 747 

seemingly about to land on the roof as you arrive.  

Many amazing machines await discovery inside, from the 

Wright Flier to a real-life space shuttle and everything in 

between.  

After another excellent night and a much-needed break-

fast we faced one of our longer riding days – a 350mile 

hike through Germany into the very picturesque moun-

tains and valleys of Austria where, for those Sound of Mu-

sic fans among you, we came across a lonely goat high on 

a hill. After a couple of Schnapps, we decided the leder-

hosen were a little bit chafing and decided not to trade in 

our textiles after all.  

With excited anticipation, we rolled along to the gates of 

the Grossglockner High 

Alpine Road and National 

Park, hoping the weather 

would continue to be as 

kind as the previous cou-

ple of days so that we 

could stick to our planned 

route. 36 corners over 30 

glorious miles which gradually wind up and around the 

mountains and pop you out above the clouds into the 

snow! In September! The road itself is so well maintained 

and his breath-taking pass is an absolute “must do” if 

you’re able.  

 

A Trip to Italy 

Shaun and Julie Wentworth 
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What goes up must come down and the descent is no less 

spectacular. We’ve accidentally timed our trip to coincide 

with European Bike Week in Faaker See and we can al-

most hear the cries of “You’re going the wrong way!” 

from the dozens of Hogs we pass in the other direction. 

Our trusty sat-nav leads us through the Dolomites Nation-

al Park towards Treviso, 20 miles outside Venice.  

Giving our poor, overworked bike the day off (as there are 

no roads in Venice and she’s not so good at floating) we 

opted for a more suitable mode of transport and thor-

oughly relaxing it was too.  

Another early morning with the sun on our backs and 

we’re heading across northern Italy, via Bologna, to the 

amazing city of Pisa. A word to the wise – pay for the toll 

roads and save yourself over two hours travel for sight-

seeing. Should you come across a traffic queue, do as the 

locals do and make 

excellent use of the 

hard shoulder – not 

convinced that this 

is legally sound, but 

it definitely works!  

Now, it may have 

just been the deli-

cious Long Island 

Iced Teas, but we’re 

pretty sure the tow-

er was leaning just 

a few degrees more 

than expected.  

Once again 

blessed with 

glorious blue 

skies we zig zag 

back to the 

East coast via 

the enchanting 

Tuscan hills, 

this time swerving the 

motorways in favour of 

“getting away from it all” 

into the all but aban-

doned countryside. We’re 

not sure if our sat-nav has 

started showing intestinal x-rays or if this is actually the 

route, but it was fun to follow just the same.  

Just as you start to wonder “how much further can it be?” 

on the distant horizon you catch a glimpse of the sea and 

suddenly the numb bum doesn’t seem so bad. Rimini - 

may we be so bold as to call it Blackpool with sunshine – 

offers warm seas, sandy beaches and tacky souvenirs ga-

lore.  

Oh, and a nearby Harley dealership… well, it would be 

rude not to pop in wouldn’t it. The main reason for 

choosing Rimini was its proximity to Misano World Circuit 

which just so happened to be hosting the MotoGP this 

particular weekend.  
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Three days later, with fully rested bottoms, we have to 

leave the bright lights of Rimini and begin the homeward 

leg of our adventure, crossing Italy for the third time, to 

the beautiful southern shore of Lake Como and on 

through France, Luxembourg, Belgium and finally back to 

dear old Blighty having covered 3000 miles in our two 

week road trip.  

As the first trip of its kind for us, planned pretty much in 

one evening, everything went really well. The hotels and 

guest houses were fantastic, the locals helpful and wel-

coming, the roads were brilliant and the scenery at times 

was breath-taking. We definitely recommend Northern 

Italy as a bike-friendly destination.  

Guess where Andy and Kate Cubbage went in 

September 
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Wow what a weekend – full of fun, drinking, eating, in-

teresting tram/bus journeys and of course a little bit of 

riding! 

The main reason for the trip was to attend the Benalux Rally – 

but obviously we all wanted to make the most of the trip!  Fri-

day (10.30am) we decided to head over to the rally - as we 

thought maybe we would be having a drink or two…. lol – we 

decided to use public transport and leave the bikes at the ho-

tel!  So, after a short walk to the tram stop we headed into Ant-

werp, it was very hot and sunny so stopped for a well-earned 

drink and late breakfast in one of the many squares before ven-

turing to the Rally.   

Another 

short walk to 

get another 

tram to the 

bus station – 

well this is 

where all the 

fun began – 

firstly we lost 

Mike Wilson 

and didn’t realise until we were underground trying to decipher 

the underground map!  With no phone signal, a group went 

outside to try and find him – Mike knew we were heading for 

the bus station so decided to walk there and meet us – with the 

building in site he received our call and walked/ran all the way 

back to meet us (bearing in mind it was around 30 degrees) he 

was a tad hot and sweaty!  With many navigators, we got on 

the tram – only to get off at the wrong stop and had to go back 

again – but again got off at 

the wrong stop and in fact 

ended up where we started 

– 45 minutes later we ar-

rived at the bus station 

(which we later found out 

had been only 400 meters 

away)!!! But the journey doesn’t end there – we were still in 

the wrong place and had to walk to get the correct bus to the 

rally!   

With all the heat, it was very hard work, so we decided to have 

another well-earned drink before boarding the bus.  Due to 

roadworks and heavy traffic the bus journey took about an 

hour – with no air con and scorching weather it was like being 

in a greenhouse and we were all a little frazzled when we ar-

rived at our stop and had yet another walk to find the rally!!  

3.30pm we arrived!! (we thought we were going to be there for 

lunch)! With registration completed we headed into the rally 

and headed for the beer tent – 

sadly there was a very poor 

turn out – but the Iceni Chap-

ter are die hards and you have 

to make the most of it.  The 

Iceni ladies got the party start-

ed and put on a good show on 

one of the podi-

ums when the 

music com-

menced (say no 

more – you know 

who you are)!!!   

Saturday…… a 

late start due to the night before!  Paul organised a ride out to 

Zeeland riding over the dams and bridges and looking at the 

local sites – BEAUTIFUL.  And amazingly we only got lost (a 

little) once! And the whole pack was intact when we returned 

to the hotel. 

Sunday, we all headed home – groups of us going in different 

direction – but a safe and happy ride/weekend was had by all. 

For those of you who didn’t come – it was AMAZING and we 

hope to see you on our next trip abroad. 

Antwerp and The Benelux Rally 2017 

Lesley Freeman 
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I had a chance to pay a visit to this annual event back in 

2015 while staying in Florida, with some great weather it 

certainly made it a memorable time. It’s worth giving 

this one a look if you are ever out that way.  

Leesburg is a city in Lake County, Florida, Unit-

ed States. The population was 15,956 at the 

2000 census. As of 2005, the population record-

ed by the U.S. Census Bureau was 19,086. 

Leesburg was around a 1-hour drive (40 miles) 

from where I was staying in Orlando. 

Nineteen years ago, the first Leesburg Bike Fest 

was held. Like many rallies, it got off to a mod-

est start, a handful of vendors, a few events, 

and maybe 5,000 people filtering throw the 

town over the course of a weekend. But the 

seed had been sown, word spread, and the rally 

blossomed. The businesses of Leesburg recog-

nized the economic boost the rally presented, 

filling hotels, restaurants, and stores in the 

downtown district. Nineteen years later, those 

5,000 rally-goers has boomed as between 

100,000 – 200,000 visitors fill the town over a 

three-day period. Leesburg has responded in 

kind by shutting down its Main Street to regular 

traffic, allowing only motorcycles to cruise up 

and down the street, bikes squeezing into every 

crevice on both sides and even the middle of 

the thoroughfare. They turn their Town Square 

into a music festival; bring in headlining acts like Lita Ford and 

Puddle of Mudd, offering up top-notch entertainment for free. 

Southern hospitality is alive and well in Leesburg. 

Town Square was the epicentre of entertainment. Food ven-

dors lined the perimeter while a steady line-up of bands played 

throughout the day and night. Lita Ford shredded her electric 

guitar Friday night while the performance by Wes Scantlin and 

Puddle of Mudd took it to a whole ‘another level Saturday. Live 

music was a constant at the rally as stages could be found all 

around the downtown district.  

The long list of popular Leesburg events included a Tattoo Expo 

featuring 40 regional and international artists, tattoo guns at 

the ready to spread their sub-dermal artistry. Motorcycle riding 

Leesburg Bike Fest, Florida 

Stuart Jones 
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was taken to extremes by both the 

riders of Team Extreme Street Bike 

Stunts and Jerry Palladino’s “Ride 

Like a Pro” squad, while the high-

flying antics of the Disc-Connected 

K9’s provided entertainment of an-

other kind. Progressive Insurance 

chose Leesburg to debut Flo’s Chop 

Shop, bringing in barbers from SHED 

out of Austin to provide free straight 

razor shaves or trim up beards. En-

tertainment was non-stop, stages 

filled with bikini-babes battling for 

bucks in the Ms Budweiser and Ms Leesburg Bike Fest competitions. Saturday ladies got 

their fill of eye candy as buff bodies stripped of their shirts and strutted their stuff in the 

Mr Lucky Man contest  

 

 
Views down Main Street 
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With the dates of the EuroFestival con-

firmed as 7-10 June and the 115 Anniver-

sary rally a month after I felt that a Tour de 

France in May would be more enjoyable.  

Having agreed this with Kevin P I am planning to 

organise either a 10 or 14-day tour Leaving Sat-

urday 12 May and returning no later on Saturday 

26 May 2018 allowing plenty of time to explore 

France without the time restrictions of having to 

get to a rally. We will be riding down the eastern 

side of France, into Luxembourg and skirting 

Switzerland to Marina Baie des Anges in the 

South of France. We will be returning up the 

western side of France visiting Oradour-sur-

glane memorial village on our way back to Calais. 

I am planning to avoid toll motorways wherever 

possible. Our first night stop at Hôtel Le Château 

Fort de Sedan Mileages Sedan, is approximately 

200 miles from Calais. I will be staying  around 

Dover on Friday night and get an early morning 

train. I am looking at daily rides of no more than 

200 mile taking us through some of the most 

spectacular countryside in France,  

I will be booking hotels through booking.com 

concentrating on hotels with no cancellation 

charges. With a cost range of up to £100.00 per 

night. In France most rooms are sold on a room 

basis if you are single and willing to share savings can be made. Tour De France is in the early planning stage. My objective is to get 

all rooms booked by December. 

If you are interested in this trip could you let me know whether you would prefer a 10 or 14-day tour and if you would like to visit a 

place or ride a particular road. I will try and incorporate them into the schedule. Below is a rough map of the preliminary route. 

Interested then drop Dorian an e-mail 

 dorianburrows@btinternet.com, Mobile; 07818418609  

Tour De France Preliminary Travel Plan – 12-26 May 2018 

Road trip being organised by Dorian for 2018 

mailto:dorianburrows@btinternet.com
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I am sure there are many  in the chapter who remember in 

their early motorcycling days putting a copy of the Daily Mail up 

their seaman’s jumper, donning  seaman’s socks, putting on a 

pair of boots with the socks carefully rolled over the tops and 

slipping into a Barbour oiled cotton jacket and trousers, kick 

starting the old Triumph and heading off into a cold winter’s 

day.  I remember, except it was a Suzuki Cobra, it was 1968 and 

I was working in Birmingham this was my first ‘job’ and the very 

first time I had ridden in England I thought I would ride into 

Wales to explore the countryside so you can imagine a ride into 

wales on a freezing November’s day was a real experience.  The 

memories of that remained with me which probably goes some 

way to explaining why I enjoy 

riding as much is the winter as 

I do in the summer. 

A winters ride can be  glorious 

thing, clear blue skies, clean air 

to breath with that snappy 

frost in the air is hard to beat, 

some of the best rides I have 

had was when I lived  Yorkshire 

and I rode those fantastic dales 

roads  with snow piled up ei-

ther side of the road, the roads 

had to be kept clear for the 

‘milk run’ so copious amounts 

of salt were used. Truly memorable experiences which rank 

with many a summer days riding.  

Riding in winter I think also makes you a better rider because 

your senses are far better tuned to the unexpected, the damp 

patch on the road that could be black ice, mud that may be soft 

on top is frozen underneath and of course the car driver who 

hasn’t stopped to demist his window, plus also there is also the 

chance of snow, I’ve been caught out twice so far, when I was 

planning a ride in March for an event in April at Tan Hill and 

those of you, who have ridden there will know it’s one of bleak-

est spots with open country side no protection about from the 

Tan Hill Inn, Luckily I made it down before the really heavy 

snow set in and once in the Yorkshire dales returning from a 

client meeting when I got caught in a blizzard and at to stay the 

night at a hotel I knew that was conveniently situated a couple 

of miles down the road. I left the bike in a layby. Funnily 

enough riding in fresh snow is comparatively easy, just keep the 

revs down and the bike in the right gear to stop the real wheel 

from spinning…it’s slow progress! 

And a real benefit of riding in win-

ter is preparing you for riding in 

the Alps and other mountain rang-

es when snow can even catch you 

out in in August! 

Of course I can hear some of you  

say, what a load of rubbish, I am 

not taking my bike out in winter 

with all that salt on the road etc, 

well those of you who have seen 

my CVO and have had a chance to 

have a look at it will be hard 

pushed to see any corrosion, and 

yet that bike has been ridden in 

the height of winter both in Yorkshire where they use salt as if 

it was going out of fashion and here in our beautiful Norfolk. 

However, if you prepare you bike for winter riding you too can 

keep corrosion at bay and enjoy all year riding.  

If the thought of all year riding entices you this is what I do to 

protect all that shiny CVO chrome and paintwork, and some-

thing I will be doing in a couple of weeks’ time As with every-

Winter woolies and clear blue skies.  

Ten steps to protection. 

Dorian Burrows 

Winter Riding 
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thing, it’s all about preparation. 

1. I first give the bike a deep clean, something I expect we 

all do before putting our bikes to bed for the winter, I 

also remove the panniers, seat and side panels and clean 

out  all the muck that has accumulated since I gave it its 

last deep clean and then make sure the bike is dry. I use 

a blaster dryer which dries the bike with filtered warm 

air removing moisture from all the hard to get places 

while blowing away lime scale deposits from paint and 

chrome work,  well worth the cost and are far more 

effective in displacing water than a cloth.   

2. I then put a large rubber sheet on the garage floor and 

wheel the bike in, next comes the messy bit, but the 

vital one that will keep the bike in pristine condition for 

the next 12 months. It’s all to do with ACF 50 an aviation 

grade product which when sprayed delivers an ultra-thin 

fluid coat which is virtually invisible 

when applied, but offers long lasting 

and outstanding protection from rust, 

corrosion and moisture damage. 

3. The important next step is to cover 

your discs, brake pads and tyres, I use 

plastic bags and towels held in place 

with masking tape. 

4. Applying ACF 50 with a spray gun and 

compressor is the most effective way although in the 

past I have used an electric spray gun. You need to be 

able to produce the finest spray possible. Fill the spray 

gun canister a ¼ full with ACF 50, It goes a long way. 

5. Now this is the fun bit, just spray ACF 50 all over the 

bike, no need to do above the tank, but underneath the 

tank will ensure that the top of the engine is protected. I 

have found that a motion similar to spraying paint is 

best but there is no need to go over the bike twice be-

cause the capillary action of ACF 50 will get into all those 

places that you cannot reach. I then leave the bike over-

night and return the following day 

6. I then go all over the sprayed area with a clean cloth to 

absorb any excess, I then put the cloths into 

a plastic bag for use throughout the year. 

You will be amazed by the result. Your bride 

and joy will look just as if its been wheeled 

out of the showroom! 

7. When you next take the bike out for a ride it might smell 

a little bit while you burn off ACF50 around the cylin-

ders. 

8. When you get back from your ride if the road has been 

salted then simply wash the bike down and dry it off 

again, you won’t wash the ACF 50 off only the salt and 

mud whose corrosive effects have been minimalised on 

contact with ACF50. 

Or alternatively you can have 

it professionally applied by 

companies such as All Year 

Biker who I used when I lived 

in Yorkshire before discover-

ing how much fun it was do-

ing it myself. They do have an 

agent in Diss who can do the whole job for you at home! 

It’s a good bet to prepare your bike like this anyway  because 

even if salt has been applied in the winter it still can be around 

in April as well, especially if we have had a dry winter, salt dust 

on the bike can be equally corrosive especially when in contact 

with water which is why even though an ACF treatment will last 

a year during the summer riding months I use Scottoiler 365 to 

keep the corrosive bugs at bay, particularly if you ride the lanes 

and the slurry carts have been out! 

My plan this winter is to continue to ride and if the weather is 

good continue with the Iceniors Wednesday ride plus a Satur-

day/Sunday ride if the forecast looks good for one of those glo-

rious winter days.  If you think that you would like 

to carry on riding through those winter months 

then with the proper bike protection don’t let the 

fear of corrosion hold you back, winter cold disap-

pears with a heated waistcoat and gloves and I can 

promise you a really invigorating ride! 
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A selection of party pics - see 

website for hundred more!

………. 
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